Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
January 20, 2025

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree,  at 7:40 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD
Senior Warden: WB Eric D. Wolff
Junior Warden: WB Arthur H. Campbell, III
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, PGC
Chaplain: WB Larry C. Hriczak
Senior Deacon: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez
Junior Deacon: DB Frank Moschella, Sr.
SMC: Br. Keny W. “Kenny” Simpson;                                                   JMC:vacant;                                                        Sr.St.: vacant;                                                                                                Jr.St.: vacant;                                                  Marshal: vacant;                                                                                         Tyler: WB Leroy Schneider, Pro-temp.                                                                                                             
Brothers in attendance:
RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH; Br. EA Thiago C. Carvalho; Br. EA Yu-Chuan “Archuan” Hu


Visiting Brethren:
None

Change over:
Immediately following the Opening, the Worshipful Master declared Labor on the Master Mason Degree Closed and the Lodge duly at Labor on the Entered Apprentice Degree.
Following the change-over, Br. EA Carvalho and Br. EA Hu were admitted into the lodge room.

Minutes:
A Motion was made by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, and seconded by WB Alfred J. Rodriguez, to accept the Minutes of January 6, 2025 (01/06/2025), Regular Communication as distributed by email to the members. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer reporting:
There was an “Un-Warranted” expenditure. We needed new checks, RW Littman ordered them. They cost $190.99.
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $13,876.09  
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $86,290.36 as of December 31, 2024 statement.
A Motion was made by WB Eric D. Wolff, and seconded by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. Motion carried.

Communications:
Letter received from the Masonic Charity Foundation of New Jersey Re: MCF Scholarship program. Applications are available and are being accepted. Copy previously emailed to members and posted on the lodge bulletin board.

Letter received from the North Brunswick First Aid and Rescue Squad thanking Union Lodge for our Donation to the NBFA&RS annual Fund drive.



Bills and Vouchers:
A Motion was made by WB Larry Hriczak, and seconded by WB Arthur H. Campbell, to pay Vouchers No. 1734 (008) through No. 1738 (012) as read. Motion carried.  

Vouchers Itemized:  
No.1734 (008) – Amount: $7.73; To: North Brunswick township; For: Water & Sewer service 12/01/24 thru 12/31/24.
No.1735 (009) – Amount: $524.12; To: PSE&G; For: Electric & Gas Service 12/12/24 thru 01/13/25.
No.1736 (010) – Amount: 20.99; To: Roy Kowalski; For: Lodge supplies- toilet paper.
No.1737 (011) – Amount: $375.00; To: Roy Kowalski; For: Installation Dinner expenses.  
No.1738 (012) – Amount: $72.00; To: Celegusto LLC; For: Purchase of coffee for resale by lodge. 

Trustees’ Report:
DB Frank Moschella reported. He had met with the Fire Alarm Company; the system was inspected and certified. Additionally, the Fire Extinguishers and the Kitchen Fire suppression system have been re-inspected and are good. 
He has reached out to the North Brunswick Fire Marshal Fire Safety Bureau to have the building inspected. He is waiting for a call back. 

Committee Reports:
Blood Bank:
WB Eric Wolff reported on the Blood Drive at Union Lodge on Saturday, January 11, 2025. We had 21            Donors pre-register, 1 walk-in, 2 deferrals, collected a total of 16 Units of blood.
WB Wolff would like to investigate if the town would advertise our Blood Drives in their local media outreach.
WB Wolff would like to investigate if we can host a 4th Blood drive each year. If a proper date can be found.

Candidate Instruction:
Br. EA Yu-Chuan “Archuan” Hu performed his Entered Apprentice proficiency Examination. He was examined by RW Bernhard Hoff. Br. Hu performed a satisfactory examination and is clear to receive the Fellow Craft Degree.

Exterior Sign:
WB Wolff did call (8-1-1) to have the ground marked for underground utilities. Area was marked if applicable. We may have to have the area marked again in the spring. We may have to wait to spring to set-up the sign. 

Collation Room re-model:
WM Roy Kowalski reported that Br. Greg Dohn has submitted a plan for painting and cleaning up the Collation Room and lower level of the lodge building. See attached report.

Old Business:
WM Roy Kowalski met with WB Chris Kechula (RVL#46) on several building maintenance itmes:
1) The rolling refrigerator unit in the collation room. Br. Kechula believes it needs a fan motor, which will cost approximately $150.00. He believes that will fix
2) Br. Kechula was able to disconnect old water fountain fixture from collation room. He capped the supply and drain pipes. 
3) Br. Kechula looked at our boiler/heater. He believes that is a pressure relief valve issue and a chimney issue.  


New Business:
WB Wolff brought up topics:
· committee to work to integrate us further into North Brunswick culture/community
· North Brunswick Night Out (part of the National Night Out)
· Heritage day
· Scholarships for high school grads
· Blood drives maybe announced by town
· They will announce charity events by businesses etc. done in town, in bi-weekly town email message. 
· Somerset baseball information for the district, but as put forward by Union Lodge
WM Roy Kowalski appointed a Committee consisting of: WB Eric D. Wolff; Br. Kent W. Simpson and Br. Gregory Dohn to work on Community Outreach.  
WM Roy Kowalski assigned a Committee to clean-straighten up the Preparation Room consisting of: RW Raymond Helge, WB Eric Wolff, Br. Kent Simpson.

Announcements and Good of the Order:
In Honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Day, WM Kowalski read several Inspirational quotes from Dr. King.



The Lodge was Closed in due and Ancient Form by WM Roy Kowalski at 9:00 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,


RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.         
