Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
November 18, 2024

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 7:30 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD
Senior Warden: RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH
Junior Warden: WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, Pro-temp.
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, PGC
Chaplain: vacant
Senior Deacon: WB Eric D. Wolff
Junior Deacon: DB Frank Moschella
SMC:  vacant                                                 JMC: vacant                                                         
Sr. Steward: vacant;             Jr. Steward: Br. Kent W. Simpson 
Marshal: DB Arthur Schneier;                                  Tyler: DB John AS. Dougherty                                                                                                             
Brothers in attendance:
WB Leroy Schneider; WB Alfred J. Rodriguez; Br. FC Dylan Moynihan; BR. EA YU-Chuan Hu


Visiting Brethren:
RW David J. Weiss, PAGM -MilltownPaletstine No. 294;
WB Victor T. Manickam -Truth Lodge No. 944 in Bomby India, Warranted by the UGLE

Immediately following the Opening Worshipful Master Declared labor on the Master Mason Degree closed and the Lodge Duly at Labor on the Entered Apprentice Degree. Brothers Moynihan and Hu were admitted after the changeover.


Minutes:
A Motion was made by DB Arthur Scheier, and seconded by WB Eric Wolff, to accept the Minutes of the November 4, 2024 (11/04/2024) Communication as distributed to the brothers via email. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman Treasurer reporting.
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $945.99 
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $92,301.31 per September 30, 2024, Statement.
 
A Motion was made by WB Eric Wolff, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. Motion carried.

A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and seconded by WB Eric Wolff, to transfer $5,000.00 for our investment account to the checking account to make sure we can cover expenses through the end of 2024. Motion Carried.


Vouchers and Bills:
A Motion was made by WB Eric Wolff, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to pay Vouchers No. 102 through No.109 as read. Motion carried.  

Vouchers Itemized: 
No.102 – Amount: $363.07; To: Chubb; For: Lodge Insurance.
No.103 – Amount: $79.97; To: Raymond Helge; For: CM Almy “Kerry Liquid” oil for candle lamps.
No.104 – Amount: $63.66; To: John Dougherty; For: New exterior light fixtures.  
No.105 – Amount: $184.11; To: PSE&G; For: Lodge Electric & gas service 10/11-11/08/24. 
No.106 – Amount: $7.35; To: North Brunswick Township; For: Water & sewer Service 09/30-10/31/24.
No.107 – Amount: $24.98; To: Kent Simpson; For: Dinner 11/18/24.
No.108 – Amount: $7.54; To: Arthur Campbell; For: Dinner 11/18/24.
No.109 – Amount: $300.00; To: Jerusalem Lodge No.26; For: Fee for Kilties and Dinner for MM Degree on 11/19/24.  

Communications:
Grand Lodge Election results: MWGM J. Eugene Margroff; RWDGM Omar S. Morris; RWSGW Bruce C. Golway; RWJGW Bernard J. “Bud” Madgey, V; Grand Treasurer MW Douglas R. Policastro; Grand Secretary MW Larry S. Plasket;
 Grand Lodge Trustee WB David C. VanPelt; 
Historic Trenton Masonic Temple Trustee: 3-year term; Raymond Foose, Richard E. Schultz; unexpired 2 year term; Arthur S Pelzer
Masonic Charity Foundation Trustee, 3-year term: Joseph K. Barbara; Ellis Jacobs, David J. Weiss
Grand Lodge Legislation results. Attached.  

Trustees’ Report: 
WB Eric Wolff, Trustee reported:
The new lodge exterior sign has been purchased and picked up. We need to set it up.
Kitchen cabinet doors have been repaired.

Committee Reports: 
Blood Bank: 
Union Lodge will be hosting another Red Cross Blood Drive on Saturday, January 11, 2025, at our building.

Candidate Instruction:
RW Ben Hoff reported that Br. EA Archuan Hu is advancing nicely with his EA exam work and should be ready to perform in the lodge soon.

 Nominations of Officers:
The Worshipful Master requested the Secretary announce the elected offices of Union Lodge No.19. They are: Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, Junior Warden, Treasurer, Secretary, Proxy to the Grand Lodge, Lodge Trustee for 5 years, Lodge Trustee unexpired 5-year term 3-years remaining.
The Worshipful Master declared Nominations for officers open and placed the lodge on a Tiled Refreshment for the purpose of placing Nominations in the receptacle at the Secretary’s desk.
WM called Lodge to labor. The Secretary read the names in Nomination for each office:
Worshipful Master: Roy Kowalski
Senior Warden: Eric Wolff
Junior Warden: Arthur H. Campbell, III
Treasurer: David B. Littman
Secretary: Raymond P. Helge
Proxy to Grand Lodge: David B. Littman
Lodge Trustee 5-year term: Frank Moschella
Lodge Trustee unexpired 5-year term, 3 years remaining: Alfred Rodriguez

The Worshipful Master closed the Nominations and announced that the Election of Officers will be conducted at our next communication on Monday, December 2, 2024, which is our Annual Communication per our lodge Bylaws. 


Old Business:
None.

New Business:
A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and was seconded by RW David B. Littman, that Union Lodge No.19 hold an OPEN Installation of Officers ceremony for the 2025 Masonic year. Motion carried. The Installation is scheduled for Saturday, December 7, 2024, 

WB Eric Wolff suggested we investigate replacing and the lights in the lodge room. One bank is currently out. He suggested LED or some type of energy efficient light bulbs. DB Frank Moschella stated that he thought we had replaced all the bulbs with energy efficient ones during our 2020 renovation. He will speak with the contractor and report back.

RW David J. Weiss reported that MilltownPalestine Lodge No.294 may be holding a Fellow Craft Degree in January 2025.

Announcements and Good of the Order:
Worshipful Master Roy Kowalski reminded everyone that on Thursday, November 21, 2024, Union Lodge will be holding our Hatchet Throw Fundraiser at Stumpy’s Hatchet House.
RW Raymond Helge announced the12th District Beefsteak Fundraiser on January 4, 2025, at Philo Lodge.
RW Helge stated he had a copy of the Ad Journal from the Grand Master’s Reception that happened on November 16, 2024. Union Lodge’s Ad is in there if anyone would like to see it. 

Closing:

WM Kowalski invited WB Victor Manickam to join him in the East for the closing.

The Lodge was Closed in due and Ancient Form by WM Roy Kowalski at 8:20 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.                           
