Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
June 17, 2024

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 7:30 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD
Senior Warden: RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH
Junior Warden: WB Arthur H. Campbell, III
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM 
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, PGC
Chaplain: WB Larry C. Hriczak
Senior Deacon: WB Eric D. Wolff
Junior Deacon: DB Frank Moschella                                 
SMC: vacant                                     ; JMC: vacant ;
Sr.St.: vacant                                    ;  Jr.St.: Br. Kent “Kenny” Simpson ;                                      
Marshal: DB Arthur Schneier        ;  Tyler: DB John A. Dougherty

Immediately following the Opening WM Kowalski Declared Labor on the Master Mason Degree Closed and the Lodge duly at Labor on the Entered Apprentice Degree. 
Following the changeover WM Kowalski Invited Br.FC Gregory Dohn, Br.EA Thiago Carvalho; Br.EA Dylan Moynihan to enter the Lodge room. 

Brothers in attendance:
WB Leroy Schneider, Br.FC Gregory Dohn, Br.EA Thiago Carvalho, Br.EA Dylan Moynihan.

Visiting Brethren:
RW Ronald A. Murad, GLT, Atlas-Pythagoras #10; RW David J. Weiss, AGM, MilltownPalestine #294; RW Alex D. Aldea, GC, Essex #7; RW Michael S. Nueberger, DDGM-10, Atlas-Pythagoras #10.

Worshipful Master greeted all in attendance.

Minutes:
A Motion was made by WB Arthur H. Campbell, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to accept the Minutes of June 3, 2024 (06/03/2024) Communication as emailed. Motion carried.

Communications:
Email from Grand Lodge: The submission period for Grand Lodge Legislation (By-laws changes) is open and ends 5 PM, Friday, June 28, 2024. The Deadline for nomination to elected Grand lodge Offices, Grand lodge Trustees, Masonic Charity Trustees, and Historic Trenton Masonic Temple Trustees is June 30, 2024.
Letter and flyer from J. Michael Larkin, Executive Officer, Pennsylvania DeMolay. Annual Golf tournament to Benefit DeMolay is August 6 & 7, 2024, in Carlisle, PA. Included information on Registration for golfers and request for “Hole Sponsors” and other Donations.
Letter to Union Lodge received from Middlesex College Foundation, (attached) with a report on the J. Craig Putnal Memorial Masonic Lodge Endowed Scholarship (scholarship Endowed by Highland Park Lodge No.240 in 2018, prior to the merger with Union #19) for the 2023-24 academic year. The student who received the award was Madison Rackett: Fall ’23 Award $393.00, Spring ’24 Award $392.82, Total $785.82. Union Lodge #19 was thanked for their support and commitment to educational access. 

Contact Secretary for more information on any Communications.

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer reported.
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $6,173.78 
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $86,376.65 (as of March 31, 2023, Statement).
A Motion was made by WB Larry Hriczak, and seconded by WB Eric Wolff, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. Motion carried.

Vouchers and Bills:

A Motion was made by WB Larry Hriczak, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to pay Vouchers No. 056 through No. 060 as read. Motion carried.
Vouchers Itemized: 
No. 056 – Amount: $320.29; To: Chubb; For: Lodge Insurance
No. 057 – Amount: $58.64; To: Central Jersey Security; For: Quarterly Central Station Monitoring for Fire Alarms system.
No. 058 – Amount: $149.78; To: Arthur Campbell; For: Dinner 06/17/24 and supplies.
No. 059 – Amount: $12.69; To: North Brunswick Township; For: Water & Sewer service 03/31/24 – 05/31/24.
No. 060 – Amount: $630.00; To: Michael Delrio; For: Cut grass 5/10, 6/15, sprayed weeds, pulled wees, trim trees, rake and remove leaves.    

A Motion was made by WB Eric Wolff, and seconded by RW Bernhard W. Hoff, to authorize the Secretary and Treasurer, under the supervision of the Worshipful Master, to pay all Bills during the Summer Refreshment and all the Vouchers to be read at the first communication (meeting) held in September.     

Petitions, Balloting and Candidates:
Petitioner Yu-Chuan “Archuan” Hu of New Brunswick, NJ has received Grand Lodge Clearence. Investigation and report pending. A Committee of Investigation: WB Eric Wolff, Chairman; DB Arthur Schneier; RW Raymond Helge. The Committee report is expected at the Monday, September 16, 2024, Communication.


Trustees’ Report:
None.



Committee Reports:
Public Relations:
WM Roy Kowalski reported that Br. FC Gregory Dohn, has volunteered and is paying for a “Hole Sponsorship” in the name of Union Lodge No.19. This is for a Fundraising Golf tournament to support “Young Life” charity in north Brunswick, Nj. The Tournament will be held at the Tamarack Golf Course in East Brunswick, NJ. WM Kowalski thanked Br. Dohn for this donation in the lodge’s name. 

Sickness & Distress:
RW Bernhard Hoff’s father, Stanley Andrew Hoff, passed away on May 30, 2024. He was a Mason in Massachusetts. Br. Bernhard Hoff attended the regular and the Masonic Funeral for his father on June 5, 2024. He reported on some of the differences, I.E.; No “Lodge of Sorrow” Lodge must be Opened in form. The Funeral oration must be read, it is not performed from memory as in NJ. All Brothers place an evergreen sprig, not just the Master. While different than NJ, it is definitely Masonic Ritual.

Outdoor Sign for Lodge:
WB Eric Wolff apologized for not having a report. He will continue to work on this issue during summer refreshment and will have a report in September. 

Old Business:
WM Kowalski stated Union lodge will be holding a Ladies Night Diner on Monday, June 24, 2024, at the Omega Dinner, US Rt.1, North Brunswick, NJ. All members (MM, FC, EA) their Ladies and Invited guests are welcome. The Worshipful Master needs a Headcount for the Diner. Each party will pay for their own dinner. Meet at Diner 6:30 PM. The Diner is BYOB.

New Business:
None.

Presentation/Masonic Education:
RW Ron Murad, PDDGM-10, GL Trustee gave a presentation on “Masonic Symbolism – It’s Meaning on a Personal Level to Reach Perfection”. 



Announcements and Good of the Order:
RW Raymond Helge, announced that Princeton Lodge #38 will be Conferring the Entered Apprentice Degree on Monday, June 24, 2024. He invited the new EA Brothers to attend, with an escorting MM Brother from Union #19.

RW Raymond Helge announced that on Wednesday, June 19, 2024, Raritan Chapter No. 58, Order of the Eastern Star in NJ, will be holding a “Receiving” for Right Worthy Lisa A. Helge, newly elected and installed RW Grand Trustee (4th VP) of OES-NJ. This will be at Philo Lodge #243, in South River, NJ. Meeting 7:30 PM, Light refreshment to follow. All Master Masons are welcome.

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed by Dispensation by RW Michael S. Nueberger, DDGM-10, at 9:05 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M. 
