Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
October 19, 2026

Opening:
The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form at 7:45 PM, (there was a delay with dinner that pushed us behind schedule) the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: WB Eric D. Wolff
Senior Warden: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez, Pro-temp.
Junior Warden: RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD, Pro-temp.
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, Grand Chancellor
Chaplain: vacant (prayers delivered by RW Helge from the secretary’s desk)
Senior Deacon: Br. Kent W. Simpson
Junior Deacon: Br. Obiora J. Okagbue, Pro-temp.
SMC: Br. Jordan J. Coe, Pro-temp.;                JMC: vacant;                                                        
Sr. Stew.: vacant;                                               Jr. Stew.: vacant;                                                  
Marshal: DB Arthur Schneier;                        Tyler: DB John A. Dougherty                                                                                                             
Brothers in attendance:

Visiting Brethren:
Raritan Valley No.46: Br. Andrew Gaydosh

Petitions for membership and Balloting:
Petition for Restoration. Br. Scott R. Meister, No.3218, NPD (more than 5 years). [Secret ballot. Unanimous]
Committee of Investigation Report of Committee completed by brothers of Tyre Lodge No.18 in Michigan. Submitted by their Secretary, Br. David Huntley, PM. Committee reported Favorably.
We have Grand Lodge of New Jersey clearance. 
Ballot: Clear in the South, West and East. Brother Meister is voted Restored. 

Change over:
Following balloting (which must be done on the MM Degree), Worshipful Master declared labor closed on the Mast Mason Degree and the Lodge duly at labor of the Entered Apprentice Degree. 
Following the change-over, Br. EA Richard Hung-Griffin was admitted into the lodge. 

Minutes:
A Motion was made by DB Arthur Schneier, and seconded by Br. Obiora J. Okagbue, to accept the Minutes of the October 5, 2026 (10/05/2026) Regular Communication and the Minutes of the October 12, 2026 (10/12/2026) Emergent Communication/Entered Apprentice Degree as emailed.
 Motion carried.

Bills and Vouchers:
A Motion was made by Br. Kent W. Simpson, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to pay Vouchers No.1912 (085) through No.1915 (088) as read. 
Motion carried.  
Vouchers Itemized:
No.1912 (085) – Amount: $60.00; To: Michael Delrio; For: Cut grass on 9/22/26 and 10/10/26.
No.1913 (086) – Amount: $189.76; To: PSE&G; For: Electric and gas service 9/11-10/12/26.
No.1914 (087) – Amount: $110.20; To: Raymond Helge; For: Postage, 10 certified letters delinquent dues notices.
No.1915 (088) – Amount: $40.72; To: Obiora Okagbue; For: Dinner 10/19/26.
No.1916 (089) – Amount: $500.00; To: 12th Masonic district Association; For: 10th & 12th Districts Hospitality room at Grand Lodge. Seed money.  Added by Motion later in meeting, see Communications.

Communications:
Email from RW John M. Sardis, DDGM-12, and RW Christopher Howard, PGC, President of the 12th Masonic District Association. Announcing that the 10th and 12th Districts will be jointly hosting a Hospitality Room at the Grand Lodge Annual Communication, for the promotion of Fellowship and refreshment for Brothers and their guests. It is requested that each Lodge in the 12th District please donate $500.00 to the cost of the Hospitality Room.  
The Square and Compassion Foundation, presents, Festival of Trees 2026. November 20 thru 22 and November 27 thru 29, 2026, at the Masonic Fellowship Center, 1114 Oxmead Rd. Burlington, NJ. Details will be emailed to the Brothers and posted on the Bulletin Board in the Collation Room.
Middlesex College Annual Celebration of Philanthropy and Scholarship Honoring Scholarship Donors and Recipients. Thursday, November 19, 2026. West Hall, Parkview Room. Registration 5:30 PM, Program 6:15 PM. WB Eric Wolff plans on attending. Invites Brothers to accompany him. Union Lodge has the Endowed J. Craig Putnal Memorial Masonic Scholarship at Middlesex College.

Motion made by RW Raymond P. Helge, and seconded by WB Alfred J. Rodriguez, to submit a payment of $500.00 to the 12th Masonic District Association for the Hospitality room at Grand Lodge. Added as Voucher No. 1916 (089). 
Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer reporting.
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $3,267.81 at close of 10/05/26 meeting.
Lodge Savings Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $1515.10 per last statement.  
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $97,799.41 per Sept. 30, 2026 statement. (this includes a withdrawal of $5,000.00 made in August and a drop in the market.)
A Motion was made by RW Raymond P. Helge, and seconded by Br. Kent W. Simpson, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. 
Motion carried.

Trustees’ Report:
None given.

Committee Reports:
Blood Bank:
WM Eric D. Wolff reported that the next Union No.19 Red Cross Blood Drive is on Tuesday, November 24, 2026.

Dues, and Ways & means:
Br, Jordan Coe reported on planned “Game Day Fundraiser” scheduled for Saturday, November 14, 2026. Ticket price is $20.00 per person. Plan to have Tricky-Tray prizes. A number of different games are planned. 
WB Eric D. Wolff discussed his thoughts for a possible trip to a Shooting Range in Pennsylvania during 2027 as both a possible Fundraiser and a recreational and Fellowship event. More info soon. 

Charity:
WB Eric D. Wolff discussing again holding the Women Aware, Domestic Violence services, Fundraiser in 2027. Trying to make this a 12th District association event. Looking at holding it at a restaurant or catering hall next time. 

Old Business:
None brought forth.

New Business:
None brought forth. 

Announcements and Good of the Order:
WB Alfred J. Rodriguez discussed that he was at a recent Philo Lodge No.243 meeting. They had RW Paul DiGaetano who is the Chairman of the Board of the Shriners Hospital in Philadelphia, PA. He discussed how Shriners are a part of Freemasonry and one of our largest Charities, but also how every Appendant and many concordant Masonic bodies all have their own specific Charities that they support. We as Masons and the Masonic family need to let people know about all the good work and charity that we do. 
Br. Andrew Gaydosh announce that Raritan Valley Lodge No.46 is hosting a Beefsteak dinner on Friday, October 30, 2026. There will be Tricky-tray and 50/50 raffles. The Guest of Honor is MW Omar S. Morris, Grand Master. The is a Flyer of the Union Lodge Bulletin board.
RW Raymond Helge, announced that MilltownPalestine Lodge No.294 and St. Stephens Lodge No.63 are holding a Joint Table Lodge on Friday, October 23, 2026, at MilltownPalestine No.294 in Milltown, NJ. 

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed by Dispensation by RW David B. Littman, Grand Chancellor, at 9:05 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.                                                   

                                               



