
Greetings Brethren, 

One can’t help but feel the summer season coming to an end. The
days grow shorter, the nights get cooler and the pace of life
accelerates.

Even though the summer is meant to be a time of rest, we at
Hightstown Apollo have never ceased moving forward: getting
things done and growing as men and as an organization. Our next
immediate hurdles will be getting our upcoming Brothers ready
for their Master Mason degrees and supporting them before and
after to keep them securely on the Masonic path.

This year has rushed past very quickly for me, personally and
Masonicly. I don’t feel like I have had a minute to slow down and
smell the roses. This Masonic year is almost over. We all have to
start thinking about the roles we will be playing next year in the
Lodge and in each other’s lives. Remember that our obligations
are not only to the Fraternity, but the each other and world at
large. Let the lessons in our Masonic lectures, inculcated in the
practice of our solemn rituals, influence every decision you make
for the better.

I look forward to seeing you all every Thursday night at our
Lodge. Never hesitate to call me if you have and questions or
issues to discuss. 

Audi, vide, tace, si vis vivere in pace.

Sincerely and Fraternally,

Michael Kraus, PM
Worshipful Master
Hightstown Apollo Lodge No. 41 F&AM
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STATED
MEETINGS

We are a moon
lodge; our meetings

are held on the
Friday coinciding

with or immediately
following the full

moon.

January 9,2026
February 6,2026

March 6,2026
April 3,2026
May 1,2026

June 5,2026
October 2,2026

October 30,2026
November 27,2026
December 4,2026

Dinner at 6:30pm
Meeting at 7:30pm

Masonic education,
ritual practice and

fellowship

Thursday evenings
at 6:00 pm

From the East
MICHAEL KRAUS
PM, WORSHIPFUL MASTER
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From the West
RON MAYER
SENIOR WARDEN

“When the Master governs with wisdom and the Wardens

uphold with loyalty, the Lodge stands firm and united”

Greetings, Brethren,

I hope everybody’s having a happy and good
summer. Labor Day is around the corner, school is
opening. Watch out for kids and school buses. 

Congratulations to our upcoming new members and
also congratulations to Joe Ragno on his Fellowcraft
degree, held at one of the two lodges in the state
that have a winding stairway with sets of three, five
and seven steps built right into the Lodge room.

Remember, our open installation for officers for the
upcoming year is 1 p.m. on Saturday, December 12.
The installation will be an open Lodge, so family and
friends may attend.

If you’ve never been to an installation before, it’s
very impressive and an honor to see it done. The
brethren put a lot of time and effort into it. 

I will be having foot surgery on September 29, which
will have me laid up for six to nine weeks.

I hope everybody enjoyed their summer. Just
remember we’re a moon Lodge. There’s no full moon
in September but there’s two in October. Mark your
calendar accordingly and take care of yourself. 

God bless you all.

Fraternally,
Ron Mayer
Senior Warden

Greetings from the South, 

Brethren, as we enter September, let us remember that
this month holds a special place in the history
surrounding our Craft.

September 29, 1784 marks the issuing of the charter for
African Lodge No. 459 under Prince Hall, a milestone from
which a great tradition of Black Freemasonry would grow.

September also brings us back to the age of the Crusades,
when Richard the Lionheart stood alongside the Knights
Templar, including at the great Battle of Arsuf on
September 7, 1191.

From Prince Hall to the Knights Templar, September
reminds us of courage, perseverance, brotherhood, and
service.

Let us honor those who came before us by continuing the
work they began.

Remember the past. Live the principles. Build for the
future.

Fraternally, 
Your Brother in the Craft
Thomas P. Reynolds, JW

From the South
THOMAS PETER REYNOLDS
JUNIOR WARDEN
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Your Lodge Officers

“Lodge officers are not defined by the titles they

hold, but by the service, example, and leadership

they give to the Craft”

Worshipful Master 
Senior Warden 
Junior Warden 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Chaplain 
Senior Deacon 
Junior Deacon 
Sr Master of Ceremonies 
Jr Master of Ceremonies 
Senior Steward 
Junior Steward 
Marshal 
Tyler 
Historian 
Proxy to Grand Lodge 
Lodge Trustee
Lodge Trustee (Chairman)
Lodge Trustee
Lodge Trustee
Lodge Trustee
Lodge Trustee

 Michael Kraus PM
 Ronald Mayer PM
 Thomas Reynolds
 Ernesto C. Somera PM
 Christopher Aiello PM
 James Hauck PGC
 Dominque Jennette
 Conny Svensson
 Brett Scott
 Robert Meier
 Michael Shashoua
 Brian Yuro
 J. Dennis Cuan GC
 Earl C Groendyke PM
 Alexander J.C. Bragat PDDGM
 Edgardo Villafuerte PM
 Earl Groendyke (2023)
 James Hauck PGC (2023)
 Matthew Beltran PM (2024)
 Alexander J.C. Bragat DDGM (2024)
 Ronald Herzog PGC (2025)
 Michael Shashoua (2025)
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For Initiation or Advancement

“In our efforts to grow the Craft, remember to guard the West gate”

“A Past Master never ceases to labor; his work may change, but
his duty remains — to guide with wisdom, support with

experience, and inspire by example”

Knocking at the door

To pass to the Degree of Fellowcraft

To be raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason

Dimitry Pigne
Joseph Marcus

Ronith Banganoori
Michael Deman

Christopher Felton
Joseph Ragno III

Sharod Dijon Kearney
Robert Yamson
Hakeem Bey

Jezreal Nazario

Living Past Masters
William Rowles 1972
Bob Sprout 1973
Gary Grubb 1976
Wayne Hetzell 1976
Charles Stults III, PGC 1979
Peter McNulty 1980
Francis Conway 1981
Wayne Hetzell 1985
Raj Sudarsanam 1988
George Smith, PGC 1990
Thomas Estelle 1991,1993
William A. Counterman 1994
James Mount, PGC 1995, 2001
Gerald Fabisch 1997, 1998
Mark Megee, PDDGM 1999
Carlos Rodriguez 2000
Michael Lakat, PGP 2004

Ronald Mayer 2006, 2010
John Chobrda 2007
Barry Cutler 2008
John Chobrda 2008
Earl Groendyke 2012
Denis de Leon 2013
Robert Sullivan 2014
Alexander Bragat, PDDGM 2015
James Hauck, PGC 2016, 2018
Ernesto Somera 2017
Ronald Herzog PGC 2019
Anthony Katawick 2020
Michael Kraus 2021
Edgardo Villafuerte 2022
Matthew Beltran 2023
J. Dennis Cuan 2024 GC
Christopher Aiello 2025
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Chronological Birthdays

“As the sun marks another year upon your journey, may the Great
Architect of the Universe continue to guide your steps with light,

wisdom, and brotherly love”

Elijah Basse

Rey Alonzo

Stephen Early

MW Leonard Vander Horn PGM 

September 2

September 16

September 18

September 21

Masonic Birthdays

David Babcock DB 

Barry Clark

James Hauck PGC 

Andrew Keller

Brian Yuro

September 13, 2006

September 19, 2020

September 19, 2008

September 27, 2002

September 22, 2025
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District Lodges of Instruction

January
  7, 2026

Wed HA41
Opening, Drop to FC, Close on
  FC, Ballot

February 4,
2026

Wed GM270 1st Section of MM Degree – 4 candidates

March 4, 2026 Wed TC5
2nd Section of
  MM Degree – 5 candidates

March 9, 2026 Mon TC5 GLI Rehearsal – NO DINNER – start 7pm (casual)

March 24, 2026 Tues TC5
GLI Rehearsal –
  NO DINNER – start 7pm (casual)

April 1, 2026 Wed TC5 Grand Lodge of Instruction

May 6, 2026 Wed HA41
EA Degree, FC
  Degree (1st Section)

June 3, 2026 Wed GM270 OPEN DLI – Gold Token Presentations

July 1, 2026 Dark for the summer

August 1, 2026     Dark for the summer

September 2,
2026

Wed TC5
Rusty Mason, Lodge
  Protocol – nominations, elections, NPDs, etc.

October 7, 2026 Wed A12 PMs only – Qualification Ceremony

November 3–5,
2026

Atlantic City  NJ Grand Lodge Session

December 2,
2026

Wed TC5 Open, Close and Ballot from Advanced Stations



Important Dates

 Sat - Sept. 19 – Statewide One Day Class, Burlington, NJ

 Fri - Oct 2 - Hightstown Apollo #41 Meeting; Dinner 6:15 pm; Gavel 7:15 pm

 Sat - Oct 3 - Harvest Festival/Ducky Derby in Hightstown

 Fri - Oct 30 - Master Mason Degree at Hightstown Apollo #41

 Tue.-Thu. Nov. 3-5 - New Jersey Grand Lodge Annual Communication

TRESTLEBOARD - September 2026
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Lodges of the 15  Masonic Districtth

Lodge Address Meeting Schedule

Trenton Cyrus 5
131 Burd Street,

Pennington
3rd Wed @ 7:00 PM every month; except July & August.
Dinner at 6:00 PM before all Regular Communications.

Amwell 12
21 Bridge Street,

Lambertville
2nd Wed @ 7:30 PM every month. Dinner at 6:30 PM. No

  meetings in July & August.

Hightstown-
Apollo 41

535 North Main
Street, Hightstown

Full Moon Friday or directly after the full moon. Dinner at
6:30 PM; gavel at 7:30 PM. No meetings in July & August.

Horizon Daylight
299

2308 Burlington-
Mt Holly Road,

Burlington
2nd Wed of the month @ 10:00 AM.

Gothic-Mercer
270

3682 Nottingham
Way, Hamilton Sq.

1st & 3rd Mon @ 7:30 PM. Dinner at 6:30 PM every month
except Jul & Aug.
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Masonic Events
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In and About the Apartments

Hightstown Apollo No. 41 summer picnic at Tall Cedars on August 29.
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In and About the Apartments

Hightstown Apollo No. 41 summer picnic at Tall Cedars on August 29.
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In and About the Apartments

New Jersey brothers visited Pennsylvania brothersNew Jersey brothers visited Pennsylvania brothers
Aug. 22 at the Philadelphia Masonic Temple.Aug. 22 at the Philadelphia Masonic Temple.
New Jersey brothers visited Pennsylvania brothers
Aug. 22 at the Philadelphia Masonic Temple.

Congratulations to
Joseph Ragno III of
Hightstown Apollo No.
41 on passing to the
Degree of Fellowcraft.



In and About the Apartments
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Hightstown Apollo representing to the greater Masonic
world.

WM Michael Kraus, Adjutant Inspector General of
Knights Templar of NJ, at the Corson Commandery
Annual Blessing of the Swords.
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ShopRite gift cards are available at face value, and 5% of
each purchase is returned to the Lodge – an easy way to
give back while buying groceries you already need.
Please see RW Ron Herzog.
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2026 Dues have been assessed

 Payment of $225.00 may be made by check payable 
to Hightstown Apollo Lodge No. 41

PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES PROMPTLY

HIGHTSTOWN-APOLLO LODGE NO. 41
Hightstown, New Jersey 15  Masonic Districtth

Established 1856 by Charter of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey
535 North Main St., Hightstown, NJ

hightstownapollo41.org            hightstownapollo41@gmail.com
(609) 303-2993 

Our primary method of communication with members is through
our email list. If you are not receiving our emails, please contact
our Secretary at hightstownapollo41@gmail.com

We also use the Signal app to share time-sensitive updates, such as
reminders and information about weekend meetups. If you would
like to be added to our Signal group, install the Signal app and
scan this QR code.
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