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Union Lodge No. 19 F. & A. M.
60 Cedar Ave., North Brunswick, NJ 08920

July-August 2026 
Trestle Board
Grand Lodge of New Jersey Mission Statement:
Freemasonry promotes a way of life that binds likeminded men with the principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth in order to serve God, Family, Country, Neighbor and Self.

Grand Lodge of New Jersey Officers:
Most Worshipful Omar S. Morris, Grand Master of Masons
100 Barrack Street, Trenton, NJ
Cell: 718-809-7294
Email: njgm2026@gmail.com
R.W. John M. Sradis, District Deputy Grand Master
732-763-0092
jmsardis@gmail.com
RW. Robert N. Gaydosh, District Ritual Instructor
908-705-1055 



Light from the East; Worshipful Master’s Message:
Hello Brethren,
   It's summer refreshment time, but that doesn't mean we aren't still active as Masons and brothers. I've just been with the GM and many brothers as he laid a wreath at the Monmouth Battlefield in Freehold/Manalapan for our country's 250th anniversary. A beautiful park and an area of enlightenment as to some of what our country went through during its birth. As per our speaker, many Masons led troops during this battle, as well as served in the forces. To name but a few, General George Washington,  General Marquis de Lafayette,  Major General William Alexander (Lord Stirling),  Baron Friedrich von Steuben,  Major James Monroe (future president), and  General John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg. And this doesn't include many brave brothers who were not officers, but fought and died so that this country might be born. While the battle was considered a tie by many, Washington and his troops did retain the field at its conclusion, and it forced the British to consolidate their Forces back to NY. Many Masonic events are occurring this year in relation to our Countries 250th anniversary. I highly recommend getting out to some of them and meet brothers you otherwise might not get to know. To travel as a Mason and expand your horizons is the best of experiences and why we are Travelling men. 
 To borrow a line from our Grand Master, I love you all, and there's nothing you can do about it (I love that line) 
Sincerely, 
WB Eric D. Wolff, Worshipful Master
Attest, RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.


2026 Union Lodge No.19 Officers:
Worshipful Master – WB Eric D. Wolff
Email: eric.wolff1@gmail.com Cell: 732-245-9042
Senior Warden – WB Arthur H. Campbell, III
Email: ahciii@yahoo.com cell: 848-459-8498
Junior Warden – RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH
Bhoff1356@aol.com Cell: 848-250-1350
Treasurer – RW David B. Littman, Grand Chancelor
Email: DBL1557@aol.com Cell: 908-251-1571
Secretary – RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Email: rp_helge1776@yahoo.com Cell:732-513-2601
Chaplain – Br. Dylan J. Moynihan
Senior Deacon – Br. Kent W. “Kenny” Simpson
Junior Warden – RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD
Senior Master of Ceremonies – WB Alfred J. Rodriguez
Junior Master of Ceremonies – WB Leroy Schneider
Senior Steward – Br. Jordan J. Coe
Junior Steward – Br. Obiora J. Okagbue
Marshal – DB Arthur Schneier 
Historian – RW Bernhard W. Hoff, PGH
Tyler – DB John A. Dougherty 

Living Past Masters:
WB Dean M. Shoemaker      	1969
WB Jerome G. Kadesh		1971
RW David B. Littman, GChan. 1975
RW George Petrantonakis	1982/92/99
RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD	2000/24/25
RW Bernhard W. Hoff, PGH	2004/06/17
WB Leory Schneider		2006
RW Gary W. Filson, PGC	2007/16
WB Eric D. Wolff		2009/26
WB David Phillips		2012
WB Alexander Kolbasowski	2012
RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM 2013/22
WB Alfred J. Rodriguez	2016/20/21
WB Arthur H. Campbell, III	2023

Trustees of Union Lodge:
DB John A. Dougherty term expires 2026
WB Alfred J. Rodriguez term expires 2027
Vacant (late WB Larry C. Hriczak) expires 2028
DB Frank Moschella, Sr. term expires 2029
RW Roy Kowalski term expires 2030

Petitions Awaiting Investigation/Balloting:
Mr. Richard Alan Hung-Griffin, Cliffside Park, NJ. Age: 63 years; Retired, Married.

Petitions for Restoration:
Br. Scott Robert Meister
Br. Aaron Weiner

Designs upon the Trestle Board:
Union Lodge No.19:
July:
Saturday, July 11, 2026 – Joint Union Lodge/Princeton Shrine Club Annual BBQ/Picnic. Location: RW Roy Kowalski’s residence: 14 Chandler Ct. Plainsboro, NJ. See attached Flyer.

Saturday, July 25 – Red Cross Blood Drive hosted at Union Lodge No.19, 9AM-2PM.

August:
Tuesday, Aug. 4 – North Brunswick Twp. For National Night Out, Union Lodge will have a Table at this community event. 

Worshipful Master has discussed holding Rehearsals, Planning Meetings, possibly an Emergent Communication to Ballot on Petitions, possibly an Emergent Communication to Confer an Entered Apprentice Degree. No dates have been set for these events.

September:
Monday, Sept. 28, 2026 – Regular Communication/Stated Meeting (per Bylaws changed from 9/21 due to Yom Kippur holiday). Dinner 6:30 PM, Meeting 7:30 PM

12th Masonic District:
July:
Saturday, July 4, Independence Day Parade in Milltown with MilltownPalestine Lodge No.294. Muster at Lodge at 8AM. Picnic at Lodge to follow parade.

August:
August 1 – MilltownPalestine Lodge No.294 Annual Fishing outing. Boat: Canyon Eagle 2, sailing out of Perth Amboy. Cost $100.00 per person. 

August 15 – Philo Lodge No.243, Colonial Table Lodge in honor of America’s 250th Anniversary.


Masonic Light: 

The Silent Summons:
	   A member of a certain Lodge, who previously attended meetings regularly, stopped going. After a few months, the Worshipful Master decided to visit him. It was a chilly evening, and the Worshipful Master found his brother at home alone, sitting before a blazing fire.
Guessing the reason for the Worshipful Master's visit, the brother welcomed him, led him to a comfortable chair near the fireplace and waited. The Worshipful Master made himself comfortable, but said nothing.
In the grave silence, he contemplated the dance of the flames around the burning logs. After several minutes, the Worshipful Master took the fire tongs, carefully picked up a brightly burning ember and placed it to one side of the hearth, all alone. Then he sat back in his chair, still silent.
His host watched all of this in quiet contemplation. As the one, lone ember's flame flickered and diminished, there was a momentary glow, and its fire was no more. Soon, it was cold and dead.
Not a word had been spoken since the initial greeting. The Worshipful Master glanced at his watch and chose this time to leave. He slowly stood up, picked up the cold, dead ember, and placed it back in the middle of the fire. Immediately, it began to glow once more, with all the light and warmth of the burning coals around it.
As the Worshipful Master reached the door to leave, his host said, with a tear running down his cheek, "Thank you so much for your fiery summons, my brother. I'll be back in our Lodge next meeting."
-- Author Unknown

Union No.19 Standing Committees:

Sickness & Distress:
RW Raymond P. Helge, WB Eric D. Wolff

Finance & Budget:
RW Bernhard W. Hoff, RW David B. Littman

Blood Bank:
WB Alfred J. Rodriguez, RW Roy Kowalski, WB Eric D. Wolff

Bylaws:
RW David B. Littman, RW Raymond P. Helge

Membership:
WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, RW Roy Kowalski

Fundraising:
WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, RW Roy Kowalski

Audit:
RW Bernhard W. Hoff

Ritual:
RW Raymond P. Helge, RW David B. Littman, RW Bernhard W. Hoff
Lodges of the 12th Masonic District:
Union No. 19, 60 Cedar Ave. North Brunswick, NJ. Meets 1st & 3rd Monday except July Aug., 1st Monday of Sept., and 3rd Monday of Dec.

Princeton No.38, 345 River Rd. Princeton NJ. Meets 2nd Monday except July & Aug.

Raritan Valley No.46, 14 No. Doughty Ave. Somerset, NJ. Meets 1st Wednesday, except July & Aug.

St. Stephens No.63, 124 No. Broadway St. South Amboy, NJ. Meets 3rd Friday year-round.

Philo No.243, 120 Old Bridge Turnpike, South River, NJ. Meets 2nd & 4th Tuesday, except July & Aug.

MilltownPalestine No.294, 30 No. Main St. Milltown, NJ. Meets 1st & 3rd Tuesday, except July & Aug.  
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