Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
April 20, 2026

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 7:35 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, Pro-temp.
Senior Warden: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez – Pro-temp.
Junior Warden: RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, Grand Chancellor
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Chaplain: vacant - prayers delivered by RW R. Helge
Senior Deacon: Br. Kent W. “Kenny” Simpson
Junior Deacon: Br. Obiora J. Okagbue – Pro-temp. 
SMC: vacant;                                          JMC: vacant;
Sr. Stew.: Br. Jordan J. Coe;                  Jr. Stew.: vacant;
Marshal: DB Arthur Schneier;            Tyler: vacant.                                                                                                            
Union Lodge Brothers in attendance:
No sideliners were present.

Visiting Brethren:
None.

Minutes:
RW Raymond P. Helge reporting.
A Motion was made by WB Alfred J. Rodriguez, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to accept the Minutes of the March 16, 2026 (03/16/2026) Communication as emailed to the membership. Motion carried.
A Motion was made by WB Alfred J. Rodriguez, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to accept the Minutes of the April 6, 2026 (04/06/2026) Communication as emailed to the membership. Motion carried.

Bills and Vouchers:
A Motion was made by DB Arthur Schneier, and seconded by Br. Obiora J. Okagbue, to pay Vouchers No.1869 (039) through No.1875 (048) as read. Motion carried.  

Vouchers Itemized: 
No.1869 (042) – Amount: $1,257.00; To: Women Aware; For: Charit Donation (proceed of Fundraiser).
No.1870 (043) – Amount: $400.00; To: Chubb; For: Lodge Insurance.
No.1871 (044) – Amount: $85.30; To: Northfield Bank; For: Safe Deposit Box.
No.1872 (045) – Amount: $400.00; To: 12th Masonic District Association; For: Expenses for GLI and Gold token Night.
No.1873 (046) – Amoun: $600.00; To: David Littman; For: Treasurer’s Stipend.
No.1874 (047) – Amount: $1,200.00; To: Raymond Helge; For: Secretary’s Stipend. 
No.1875 (048) – Amount: 32.00; To: Jordan Coe; For: Dinner 4/2026.

Communications:
Verdon R. Skipper Children’s Dyslexia Learning Center, Champaign Brunch, Sunday, May 3, 2026, Hours: 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM. Location: Burlington Masonic Lodge, Burlington, NJ. Price: $50.00 Adult; $20.00 Children 12 and under.
Grand Master’s Golf Tournament, Monday, June 1, 2026. Peddie Golf Club, East Windsor, NJ. $175 per player (limit 80), $50 Lunch only (limit 20). Sponsorships available.
Grand Lodge Reception and Official Visit of MW Omar S. Morris to the 10th and 12th Masonic Districts. In Honor of: RW Gabriel O. Aguirre, GC; RW Charles R. Gibardi, Je., GP; RW Ronald W. Lahr, DRI; RW Jason R. Sgaramella, GC; RW Howard J. Stevenson, SGD. Tuesday, June 30, 2026, at 6:00 PM. Pines Manor. Rt.27, Edison, NJ (Tickets $75 by check; $80 online)
Masonic Clay Shoot, Gothic-Mercer No.270 to support RW Bruce C. Golway, DGM. May 3, 2026. Lehigh Valley Sporting Clays, Coplay, PA. $170.00 per shooter, includes: cart, course fees, ammo, targets, breakfast & lunch.  
2026 Grand Lodge of New Jersey, Masonic Leadership Conference. October 23-25, 2026, Location: Patton Campus, Elizabethtown, PA. Cost $275 per attendee (room, board & food included).
2026 – 25th Annual Teddy Bear Golf Classic for the Benefit of the Peter Millrer Children’s Dyslexia Center. Monday, May 11, 2026. Ocean County Golf Course, Little Egg Harbor Township, NJ. $150 per golfer. Sponsorships available.
Master. “Good friends. Great Food. Brazilian Flavor!” Saturday, July 12, 2026, 1:00 PM – 6:00 PM. 280 Boulevard, Mountain Lakes, NJ 07046. Regular package: $60 including soda & water; Premium package: $80 unlimited draft beer.
Letter from Shriners Children’s Philadelphia, Shriners Hospital Philadelphia, PA. is celebrating their 100th Anniversary of serving our mission. 100th GALA Sponsorship package. 100th GALA October 3, 2026, 6:00-11:00 PM. Sponsorship Opportunities; prices range from $5,000 to $100,000. Tabled for future discussion. 

Treasurer’s Report:
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $2,091.07 at close of 4/06/26 meeting. 
Lodge Statement Savings Account: $3,975.03 per last Statement.
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $98,668.23 per 03/31/26 Statement.
Funds transferred: 
$3,300.00 transferred from Savings to Checking on 04/20/26.
$5,000.00 withdrawn from Investment and deposited into Checking on 4/17/26.
Three (3) “Stale” un-negotiated checks from 2025 were credited back to the Checking account. 
A Motion was made by Br. Kent W. Simpson, and seconded by Br. Obiora J. Okagbue, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. Motion carried.

Trustees’ Report:
None.

Committee Reports:
Blood Bank:
Union Lodge No.19 Scheduled Red Cross Blood Drives for 2026:
Saturday, May 30; 9AM-2PM – confirmed
Saturday, July 25; 9AM-2PM - confirmed
Tuesday, September 22; 1-6PM – tentative
Tuesday, November 24, 1-6PM – tentative
Lodge Internet & Cable (Special Committee):
Br. Kent W, Simpson reported that he contacted Optimum to research lower rates for our Internet and Cable services. It is possible that maintaining our current Internet levels but reducing to a “Basic Cable” package that we could reduce our monthly bill to $118.00 per month for One (1) year.
This is to be referred to the Trustees for further investigation. 

Masonic Light and Education:
RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, gave a presentation on the “Sloane Manuscript. 3329, A Narrative of the Freemasons Words and Signs.” Brief discussion and Question and answer period was included.

Old Business:
None.

New Business:
None.

Announcements and Good of the Order:
Tuesday, April 21 – MilltownPalestine No.294 “Spring Forward with Sisters” presentation by Sister of the Order of the Eastern Star. Open to all Ladies and Non-Masons. Dinner 6:30 PM.
Friday, April 24, 6-9PM, MilltownPalestine No.294, Italian Dinner Night. All You Can Eat. $15 adults, $5 kids under 12. Pay at the door. 
Friday, April 24, 7-10 PM, Philo Lodge No.243. Spring Crab-Fest. All you can eat Crabs. $35 per person. Kids 5-12 $5.
Saturday, May 2, 2026, 4PM. Raritan Valley Lodge No.46, Kentucky Derby Party, 14 North Doughty Ave., Somerville, NJ. Includes Food, Drink, Race Raffles and Fellowship. Open to Members, Families and friends. $25 Adults, $10 under 18, under 12 free.
Saturday, May 9, 5-8PM. St. Stephen Lodge No.63, Barrels & Bottles. Location: The Rutgers Club, 85 Avenue E, Piscataway, NJ. A Sophisticate Cocktail Reception with Food and Drink. Open Event. Tickets $80 per person, $150 per couple.
Monday, June 22, 2026, 7:00 PM, Union Lodge No.19, The Morgan Affair, A Historic 1820’s Table Lodge. Guest Speaker: RW Craig M. Applebaum. Tickets $40 per person. Master Masons only.
The Official Visit of our RW DDGM John M. Sardis this evening at Union Lodge #19 is POSTPONED.
The new date for this Official Visit is Monday, May 4, 2026.
The remaining 12th District Official Visits are:
May 4     Union Lodge #19
May 6      Raritan Valley Lodge #46
May 12    Philo Lodge #243
June 2     MilltownPalestine #294 (revised date)

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed by Dispensation by RW David B. Littman, Grand Chancelor, at 8:45 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.        
