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Brethren, I hope you are all well and coping with this spell of typically 
challenging winter weather. Over the last few years, a good deal of effort 
and expense has been spent strengthening the infrastructure of our Lodge. 
While our building is old and still prone to problems, thanks in no small 

part to the skill of our Brothers, the heat, plumbing and overall function of the building is 
sound. Always remember that in times of trouble your Lodge is a place of refuge. 
 
We have a busy month ahead of us. Everyone according to his own capabilities will be 
needed to fulfill our obligations. Our next District Lodge of Instruction is on February 4th 
at Gothic Mercer Lodge. All Master Masons should attend and be ready to exemplify our 
ritual. 
 
On February 5 th we will be hosting our Brothers from Trenton Cyrus Lodge for a joint 
rehearsal of the Entered Apprentice Degree. 
 
On February 6 th we will hold our regular Communication, but with a twist. All members 
attending are encouraged to dress in “Farmer” garb. The lecture that night will be given 
during the coalition hour by representatives of the TriCounty Farmers Cooperative. 
Afterward we’ll go upstairs, open, and conduct the business of the Lodge as usual. 
 
On February 12 th we will be traveling to Trenton Cyrus Lodge for another joint rehearsal. 
In order to further the objective of building fellowship among the Craft, as well as all the 
other benefits doing so provides, Brothers are encouraged to car pool. Those Master 
Masons not participating in the rehearsal should come to our Lodge to do as Masons do. 
 
On February 18 th we will be jointly conferring the Entered Apprentice degree at Trenton 
Cyrus Lodge. Whether you are participating in the degree or not all who are able are 
encouraged to attend and welcome our new Brothers.  
 
Our Lodge is growing. It is an exciting and optimistic time. We are a Lodge of light, labor 
and leadership. Everyone has a part to play and I am honored to be able to walk this path 
forward with you. Laborare est orare. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally 
Michael Kraus, PM 
Worshipful Master 

Stated Meetings 
We are a moon 
lodge; our meetings 
are held on the 
Friday coinciding 
with or immediately 
following the full 
moon 

 
 

January 09,2026 
February 06,2026 

March 06,2026 
April 03,2026 
May 01,2026 
June 05,2026 

October 02,2026 
October 30,2026 

November 27,2026 
December 04,2026 

 
Dinner at 6:30pm 

Meeting at 7:30pm 
 
 

Masonic 
Education, 

Ritual Practice, 
and Fellowship 

 
Thursday evenings 

at 6:00pm 

Words from the East 
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Brethren,  
 
Masonic means much more than just 
the wearing of a pin or carrying a 

paid up dues card so the lodge will let you in.  You 
must wear an emblem on your coat, from your finger 
flash a ring, but if you’re not sincere at heart, it doesn’t 
mean a thing.  It’s merely an outward sign to show the 
world that you belong to this great fraternal 
brotherhood that teaches right from wrong.  It takes 
good men and makes them better.  Always live up to 
your trust and do your best so you can proudly tell the 
world you are a Mason and … a Man.    
 
Ron Mayer 
Senior Warden 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Brothers,  
 
your presence at our fellowship 
nights and practice sessions is truly 

valued and makes a meaningful difference in the life of 
our lodge. These gatherings are not just about 
perfecting our craft, they are opportunities to support 
one another, share stories, and strengthen the bonds 
that unite us as Masons. Whether you’re new to the 
lodge or a seasoned member, each of us brings 
something unique to the table. Please know that all are 
welcome, and we encourage you to join us, participate 
at your pace, and enjoy the camaraderie and 
understanding spirit that defines our brotherhood.  
 
Your involvement enriches our experience and helps 
our lodge thrive. You can involve yourself in many 
simple ways, either at the lodge or even from home. 
If you need any assistance, wish to talk about ways of 
getting involved, or just need an ear from a brother, 
please contact me. My phone number is (908) 309-
5557, and my email address is 
tomreynolds336@gmail.com. May the Almighty 
Father of the Universe keep you all safe and well. 
 
Fraternally, 
Thomas Peter Reynold

  

Words from the West Words from the South 

“When the Master governs with wisdom and the Wardens uphold with loyalty, the 
Lodge stands firm and united” 
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Worshipful Master   Michael Kraus PM 
Senior Warden   Ronald Mayer PM 
Junior Warden   Thomas Reynolds 
Treasurer   Ernesto C. Somera PM 
Secretary   Christopher Aiello PM 
Chaplain   James Hauck PGC 
Senior Deacon   Dominque Jennette 
Junior Deacon   Conny Svensson 
Sr Master of Ceremonies   Brett Scott 
Jr Master of Ceremonies   Robert Meier 
Senior Steward   Michael Shashoua 
Junior Steward   Brian Yuro 
Marshal   J. Dennis Cuan GC 
Tyler   Earl C Groendyke PM 
Historian   Alexander J.C. Bragat PDDGM 
Proxy to Grand Lodge   Edgardo Villafuerte PM 
Lodge Trustee  Earl Groendyke (2023) 
Lodge Trustee (Chairman)  James Hauck PGC (2023) 
Lodge Trustee  Matthew Beltran PM (2024) 
Lodge Trustee  Alexander J.C. Bragat DDGM (2024) 
Lodge Trustee  Ronald Herzog PGC (2025) 
Lodge Trustee  Michael Shashoua (2025) 

Knocking at the door  

To be initiated Entered Apprentice 

Christopher Felton 
Robert Yamson 

Sai Ronith Reddy Bongunoori 
Hakeem Bey 

Joseph Ragno III 

To pass to the Degree of Fellowcraft 
Jezreal Nazario 
Michael Deman 

To be raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason  

Your Lodge Officers 

For Initiation or Advancement 

“In our efforts to grow the Craft, remember to guard the West gate” 

“Lodge officers are not defined by the titles they hold, but by the service, example, 
and leadership they give to the Craft” 
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William Rowles 1972 Ronald Mayer 2006, 2010 
Bob Sprout 1973 John Chobrda 2007 
Gary Grubb 1976 Barry Cutler 2008 
Wayne Hetzell 1976 John Chobrda 2008 
Charles Stults III, PGC 1979 Earl Groendyke 2012 
Peter McNulty 1980 Denis de Leon 2013 
Francis Conway 1981 Robert Sullivan 2014 
Wayne Hetzell 1985 Alexander Bragat, PDDGM 2015 
Raj Sudarsanam 1988 James Hauck, PGC 2016, 2018 
George Smith, PGC 1990 Ernesto Somera 2017 
Thomas Estelle 1991,1993 Ronald Herzog PGC 2019 
William A. Counterman 1994 Anthony Katawick 2020 
James Mount, PGC 1995, 2001 Michael Kraus 2021 
Gerald Fabisch 1997, 1998 Edgardo Villafuerte 2022 
Mark Megee, PDDGM 1999 Matthew Beltran 2023 
Carlos Rodriguez 2000 J. Dennis Cuan 2024 GC 
Michael Lakat, PGP 2004 Christopher Aiello 2025 

Living Past Masters 

“A Past Master never ceases to labor; his work may change, but his duty remains 
— to guide with wisdom, support with experience, and inspire by example” 

2026 Dues have been assessed 
Payment of $225.00 may be made by check payable to 

Hightstown Apollo Lodge No. 41 

PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES PROMPTLY 
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Karl Daupan February 2, 2017 

Thomas Reynolds February 05 
Mark Megee February 10 
Cristian Hogas February 16 
Michael Shashoua February 18 

Masonic Birthdays 

Chronological Birthdays 

“As the sun marks another year upon your journey, may the Great Architect of the Universe 
continue to guide your steps with light, wisdom, and brotherly love” 
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Date Day Lodge Agenda (All DLI’s –Dinner at 6:15 pm -7:15pm Gavel) 
January 7, 2026 Wed HA41 Opening, Drop to FC, Close on FC, Ballot 

February 4, 2026 Wed GM270 1st Section of MM Degree – 4 candidates 
March 4, 2026 Wed A12 2nd Section of MM Degree – 5 candidates 
March 9, 2026 Mon TC5 GLI Rehearsal – NO DINNER – start 7pm (casual) 

March 24, 2026 Tues TC5 GLI Rehearsal – NO DINNER – start 7pm (casual) 
April 1, 2026 Wed TC5 Grand Lodge of Instruction 
May 6, 2026 Wed HA41 EA Degree, FC Degree (1st Section) 
June 3, 2026 Wed GM270 OPEN DLI – Gold Token Presentations 
July 1, 2026   Dark for the summer 

August 1, 2026   Dark for the summer 

September 2, 2026 Wed TC5 
Rusty Mason, Lodge Protocol – nominations, elections, 
NPDs, etc. 

October 7, 2026 Wed A12 PMs only – Qualification Ceremony 

November 3–5,2026  
Atlantic 

City  NJ Grand Lodge Session 
December 2, 2026 Wed TC5 Open, Close and Ballot from Advanced Stations 

District Lodges of Instruction
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Mon - Feb 2, 2026 - Gothic Mercer #270 Meeting Dinner 6:30 pm; Gavel 7:15 pm 
Wed - Feb 4, 2026 - 15th District Lodge of Instruction - GM270 at 6:15pm 
Fri - Feb 6, 2026 - Hightstown Apollo #41 Meeting; Dinner 6:15 pm; Gavel 7:15 pm 
Wed - Feb 11, 2026 - Amwell #12 Meeting; Dinner 6 pm; Gavel 7:15 pm 
Wed - Feb 11, 2026 - Scottish Rite on the Road at Trenton Cyrus #5 - 6:30 pm 
Mon - Feb 16, 2026 - Gothic Mercer #270 Meeting Dinner 6:30 pm; Gavel 7:15 pm 
Wed - Feb 18, 2026 - Trenton Cyrus #5 Meeting: Dinner 6:00pm; Gavel 7:15 pm 
Sat - Feb 21, 2026 - Junior Grand Warden Reception - RSVP SOON! 
Thu - Feb 26, 2026 - District 21 GLI: 5:00 pm 
Sat - Feb 28, 2026 – Grand Master’s Town Hall Meeting; Crescent Shrine 9:30am;Salaam Shrine 3:30pm 
Mon - Mar 2, 2026 - Gothic Mercer #270 Meeting Dinner 6:30 pm; Gavel 7:15 pm 
Wed - Mar 4, 2026 - 15th District Lodge of Instruction – AM #12  at 6:15pm 
Fri - Mar 6, 2026 - Hightstown Apollo #41 Meeting; Dinner 6:15 pm; Gavel 7:15 pm 
Sun - Mar 15, 2026 - Grand Master's Gala "Remember the Ladies" at 2pm 
Sun - May 3, 2026 - Masonic Clay Shoot - Lehigh Valley Sporting Clays - 8:15 am  

Important Dates
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Lodge Address Meeting Schedule 

Trenton Cyrus 5 131 Burd Street, 
Pennington 

3rd Wed @ 7:00 PM every month; except Jul, Aug. Dinner at 
6:00 PM before all Regular Communications. 

Amwell 12 21 Bridge Street, 
Lambertville 

2nd Wed @ 7:30 PM every month. Dinner at 6:30 PM. No 
meetings in Jul & Aug. 

Hightstown-Apollo 41 535 North Main Street, 
Hightstown 

Full Moon Friday or directly after the full moon. Dinner at 6:30 
PM; gavel at 7:30 PM. 

Horizon Daylight 299 2308 Burlington-Mt Holly 
Road, Burlington 

2nd Wed of the month @ 10:00 AM. 

Gothic-Mercer 270 3682 Nottingham Way, 
Hamilton Sq. 

1st & 3rd Mon @ 7:30 PM. Dinner at 6:30 PM every month 
except Jul & Aug. 

Lodges of the 15th Masonic District 
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Grand Lodge Communication
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Masonic Events
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In and About the Apartments 

Thank you RW Ron Herzog on Herzog and Br. Conny Svensson - brothers helping brothers. A big 
thanks for the reliable and generous help of Mr. Tim Herzog, the plow wizard! 
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ShopRite gift cards are available at face value, and 5% of each purchase is returned to the Lodge—an 
easy way to give back while buying groceries you already need. Please see RW Ron Herzog 



 

 

TR ESTL EBOA RD  – FEBRU ARY 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TR ESTL EBOA RD  – FEBRU ARY 2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TR ESTL EBOA RD  – FEBRU ARY 2026 
 

H I G H T S T O W N - A P O L L O  L O D G E  N O .  4 1  
H i g h t s t o w n ,  N e w  J e r s e y  1 5 t h  M a s o n i c  D i s t r i c t  

E s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 5 6  b y  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  G r a n d  L o d g e  o f  N e w  
J e r s e y   

5 3 5  N o r t h  M a i n  S t  H i g h t s t o w n  N J  
h i g h t s t o w n a p o l l o 4 1 . o r g  |  h i g h t s t o w n a p o l l o 4 1 @ g m a i l . c o m  

6 0 9 - 3 0 3 - 2 9 9 3  
 


