Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
January 19, 2026

Opening:
The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 6:30 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: WB Eric D. Wolff
Senior Warden: WB Arthur H. Campbell, III
Junior Warden: RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, G. Chancelor
Chaplain: Br. Dylan J. Moynihan 
Senior Deacon: Br. Kent W. “Kenny” Simpson
Junior Deacon: RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD
SMC: vacant;                                                      JMC: vacant 
 Sr. Steward: Br. Jordan Coe;                           Jr. Steward: vacant
Marshal: vacant;                                               Tyler: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez, Pro-temp.  
The Lodge was placed on Refreshment. The Lodge was called to Labor at 7:30 PM. 
Brothers in attendance:
None.

Visiting Brethren:
Atlas-Pythagoras No.10: RW Moise Gomez, PGH. St. Stephens No.63: RW Christopher Howard, PGC/DO; Br. Christopher Nowak. Philo No.243: RW Michael Loicano, PGC; WB Ilan Baicher; WB Juan Soto. MilltownPalestine No.294: RW David J. Weiss, PGC/GLT; WB Robert Nora.
WM Eric Wolff lead the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance to the US Flag. He welcomed all in attendance.
WM Wolff introduced the guest speaker for the evening RW Moise Gomez. WM placed the Lodge on Refreshment for the purpose of the presentation. 
 
Presentation/Masonic Light:
 Martin Luther King Day Presentation – RW Moises Gomez: Masonic involvement with Civil Rights movement.
Following the presentation the lodge was called back to Labor.

Minutes:
RW Raymond P. Helge, Secretary reporting.
A Motion was made by RW Roy Kowalski, and seconded by WB Alfred Rodriguez, to accept the Minutes of the January 5, 2026 (01/05/2026) Communication as emailed to the membership. And to read only necessary Grand Lodge Communications. 
Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer reporting.
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $10,567.48 at close of 01/05/2026 Communication.  
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $100,002.37 per the 12/31/2025 Statement.
A Motion was made by RW Raymond P. Helge, and seconded by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. 
Motion carried.

Bills and Vouchers:
RW Raymond P. Helge, Secretary reporting.
A Motion was made by Br. Kent W. Simpson, and seconded by WB Alfred J. Rodriguez, to pay Vouchers No.1835 (008) through No.1839 (012) as read. 
Motion carried.  

Vouchers Itemized:  
No.1835 (008) – Amount: $400.00; To: Chubb; For: Lodge Insurance.
No.1836 (009) – Amount: $28.63; To: North Brunswick Township; For: Water & Sewer service 12/01-12/31/2025.
No.1837 (010) – Amount: $700.00; To: Michael Delrio; For: Snow Plowing 01/18/2026.
No.1838 (011) – Amount: $200.00; To: Raymond Helge; For: Reimburse for purchasing $200.00 Gift Card from Fresco Grill for Tricky-Tray Prize for 12th Dist. Beefsteak Dinner.   
No.1839 (012) – Amount: $57.91; To: Jordan Coe; For: Dinner 01/19/26.
Voucher Approved during New Business:
No.1840 (013) – Amount: $300.00; To: Union Lodge No.19; For: Open new Lodge Savings account for Fundraising and charity. Start-up money.

Communications:
Communications from Grand Lodge
Edict of MW Omar S. Morris, MWGM, extending his earlier Edict, extending the Restoration of RW Garry J. Olsen, RW Michael Holt and RW Jose Villalta until February 28, 2026. 
Letter from Grand Lodge announcing two Town Hall Meetings on February 28, 2026.  One at 9:00 AM at Crescent Shrine, Westamton, NJ. The second at 2:30 PM at Salaam Shrine Whippany, NJ. 
Junio Grand Warden’s Open Reception. Saturday, February 21, 2026. BYOB. Social Hour 4PM, Dinner 5PM, Reception 6:30 PM. Location Masonic Fellowship Center, 1114 Oxmead Road, Burlington, NJ. $80.00 per person.

Committee Reports:
Charity:
WB Eric D. Wolff, Master, Reported- Charity Dinner for “Women Aware” is scheduled for Saturday, March 14, 2026, at Philo Lodge No.243, 120 Old Bridge Turnpike, South, NJ. Ticket price and ticket sales information to be determined. 


Sickness & Distress:
None reported.

Blood Bank:
WB Eric Wolff, report from Jan. 17, 2026 Blood Drive. Only 12 Units of Blood collected. The snowstorm that day likely hurt turnout. We will have more Blood Drives in future.

Old Business:
A Motion was made by RW Raymond P. Helge, and seconded by RW David B. Littman, to write a Voucher for $300.00 for the purpose of opening a new lodge savings account to be used for fund raising and charity purposes, and authorizing the Treasurer and/or Secretary to open said account.
Motion Carried.
Voucher No.1840 (013) was issued.
WB Wolff discussed the possible 12th Masonic District Trip to the George Washington National Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, VA. This may be a One Day Trip or possibly and Weekend long Trip. This was discussed at the 12th Masonic District Association Meeting on Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at MilltownPalestine Lodge No.294.

New Business:
None was brought before the Lodge.

Announcements and Good of the Order:
RW Christophe Howard, President of the 12th Masonic District Association, thanked everyone for their support of the 12th District Beefsteak Dinner and Tricky-Tray Fundraiser on January 10, 2026. Approximately $5,500.00 was raised for the District.
RW Howard announced that the 12th Dist. Superbowl Party will be on Sunday, February 8, 2026, at Raritan Valley Lodge No.46. More details to be announced soon.
RW Howard announced that there will be a District Education Officer Roundtable Discussion, via Zoom, on February 18, 2026.
WB Ilan Baicher announce that on February 28, 2026, Philo Lodge No.243 will be holding their Annual Roll Call Dinner, Remembering all the Brothers called to the lodge on High in the last year.
WB Juan Soto announced that Philo Lodge No.243 will be conferring the Entered Apprentice Degree on February 24, 2026.
WM Wolff announced that on April 6, 2026, Union Lodge No.19 will be holding a Table Lodge. Our guest speaker will be RW Craig Applebaum, PDDGM, who will speak on the Morgan Affair. More information will be available soon. 

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed in due and Ancient Form by WB Eric D. Wolff, Worshipful Master at 9:00 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.                         

                                               



