Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
January 5, 2026

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 7:35 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: WB Eric D. Wolff
Senior Warden: WB Arthur H. Campbell, III
Junior Warden: RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, G.Chan.
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Chaplain: Br. Dylan J. Moynihan
Senior Deacon: Br. Kent W. “Kenny” Simpson
Junior Deacon: RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD
SMC: vacant;                                       JMC: WB Leroy Schneider                                                         
Sr. Stew.: Br. Jordan Coe;                  Jr. Stew.: Br. Obiora J. Okagbue
Marshal: DB Frank Moschella – Pro-temp.; Tyler: DB John A. Dougherty                                                                                                             
Brothers in attendance:
None
Visiting Brethren:
Br. Ivan Aguilar, St. Stephens No.63

Minutes:
RW Raymond P. Helge, Secretary reporting.
A Motion was made by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, and seconded by Br Dylan Moynihan, to accept the Minutes of the December 1, 2025 (12/01/2025) Regular/Annual Communication; the December 12, 2025 (12/12/25) Emergent Communication/Masonic Funeral for WB Larry Hriczak; and the December 15, 2025 (12/15/25) Emergent Communication/Open Installation of Officer as emailed to the Brethren. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer reporting. 
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $1,695.67 at the close of the 12/15/25 Emergent Communication.   
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $97,616.45, as of the September 2025 Statement.
A Motion was made by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, and seconded by Br. Obiora J. Okagbue, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. Motion carried.

Bills and Vouchers:
A Motion was made by Br. Dylan Moynihan, and seconded by Br. Obiora Okagbue, to pay Vouchers No.1928 (001) through No.1934 (007) as read. Motion carried.
Vouchers Itemized:
No.1928 (001) – Amount: $1,200.00; To: Roy Kowalski; For: Reimburse for Installation Dinner 12/015/25.
No.1929 (002) – Amount: $1,050.00; To: Michael Delrio; For: Snow removal/plowing 12/14/25 and 12/27/25.
No.1930 (003) – Amount: $3096; To: Obiora Okagbue; For: Dinner 01/05/26.
No.1931 (004) – Amount: $237.62; To: PSE&G; For: Electric & gas service 11/11-12/11/25.
No.1932 (005) – Amount: $319.62; To: Optimum; For: Lodge internet & cable service 01/01/01/31/26.
No.1933 (006) – Amount: $11.35; To: North Brunswick Township; For: Water & sewer service.
No.1934 (007) – Amount: $175.93; To: Central Jersey Security; For: Quarterly central station Monitoring fire alarm system.

Communications:
Union Lodge No.19 received a Thank You card from Mrs. Maragret Hriczak, widow of WB Larry C. Hriczak.
Secretary received a letter from Kelly Kelly, Executrix of Edward P. Doscher Estate. The letter advised that Br. Edward Doscher passed away in February, 2025. 
North Brunswick Volunteer Fire Department, Annual Business Fund Drive. Request for Donations. 
North Brunswick First Aid and Rescue Squad, Annual Fund Drive solicitation. Request for donations.
12th Masonic District Association – Beefsteak Dinner and Tricky-Tray Fundraiser, Saturday, January 10, 2026. Social Hour 6 PM, Dinner 7PM. Tickets $55 per person. Location: Philo Lodge No.243, 120 Old Bridge Turnpike, South River, NJ.
Junior Grand Warden’s Open Reception. Saturday, February 21, 2026. BYOB Social hour 4PM, Dinner 5PM, Reception 6:30 PM. Location: Masonic Fellowship Center, 1114 Oxmead Road, Burlington, NJ. $80 per person.
The Masonic Kilties of NJ invites you to their annual Robert Burns Dinner Dance. Saturday, January 24, 2026, $100 per person. 4-hour open bar. 5:30-9:30 PM. At the Hanover Manor, 16 Eagle Rock Ave., East Hanover, NJ. See Secretary for additional information or tickets.
Princeton Lodge No.38, Robert Burns Dinner, Sunday, January 25, 2026. 4:00 PM-8:00 PM. Central Jersey Masonic Center, 345 River Road, Princeton, NJ. $25 per person.

Trustees’ Report: 
DB Frank Moschella, Trustee, reported that the lodge building is due for or annual Fire Inspections. He has made arrangements for the Fire Extinguisher service company to inspect our fire extinguishers and kitchen fire suppression system. He is making arrangements for the North Brunswick Fire Marshall to do our building inspection.

Petitions for membership and Balloting:
RW Raymond Helge, Secretary, read Requests for Withdrawals or Demits received from the following Brothers:
Frank Curcio - No.9522551 current dual at MilltownPalestine No.294, wants to make that Home Lodge.
Padro A. Duaso - No.9545450 current Dual at Jerusalem, wants to make that home lodge. 
Benjamin Klein - No.77591
A Motion was made by RW David B. Littman, and seconded by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, that is consideration of Br. Klein years (67 years) of membership and service and his advanced age (93 years old), to grant Br. Benjamin Klein masonic relief and exempt him from 2026 Lodge Dues and the Lodge to cover the Grand Lodge Assessments. 
Motion carried unanimously. 
A Motion was made by RW Raymond P. Helge, and seconded by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, to Ballot on the Requests for Withdrawal/Demit from Br. Curccio and Br. Duaso collectively. 
Motion carried. 

A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and seconded by Br. Obiora J. Okagbue, to Grant all the Requests for Withdrawals/Demits previously read (Brothers listed above). 
Manual sign/Hand Vote, simple Majority. 
Vote results: 10 in Favor; 00 Opposed. Motion carried.  


Committee Reports:
Charity:
WB Eric D. Wolff, Master, Reported- Charity Dinner for “Women Aware” is scheduled for Saturday, March 14, 2026, at Philo Lodge No.243, 120 Old Bridge Turnpike, South, NJ. Ticket price and ticket sales information to be determined. 

Sickness & Distress:
WB Campbell reported that WB Alfred J. Rodriguez is home sick with pneumonia and a respiratory infection. Feeling better than he was.
WB Wolff reported that DB Arthur Schneier is still in the Rehabilitation Facility. He is improving and hopes to be at our next meeting.
Blood Bank:
WB Wolff reported that the next Red Cross Blood Drive at Union Lodge No.19 will be on Saturday, January 17, 2026, 9:00 AM until 2:00 PM.
He is working on scheduling other Blood Drives, mostly Saturdays and two Tuesdays. Dates TBD.
Fund Raising:
WB Wolff requested the Fund-Raising Committee please schedule an additional Hatchet event during the first half of 2026.
Masonic Education:
WB Wolff encouraged our newly raised Brothers to endeavor to earn the Brearly Award within one year of being raised to Master Mason.
WB Wolff also discussed that Grand Lodge has a new award, the Voyager Award, for brothers with longer membership. This award encourages Brothers to travel Masonic throughout New Jersey, beyond their home district.
Candidate Instruction:
RW Hoff reported that Br. Okagbue and Br. Coe should be ready for their Master Mason Exams for our next meeting. January 19, 2026.
Lodge Masonic Shirts/jackets:
Br. Moynihan reported that he would review and update the information he had gathered in 2025 and present it to the brethren.
Lodge Beautification Committee: 
WB Wolff briefly mentioned he would like to start a new committee to decide on decoration, art, etc., in lodge building. He would like to have informal discussions on this prior to assigning brothers to the committee.

Old Business:
None.

New Business:
WB Campbell discussed an idea discussed at the last DLI. That of only doing Business at one lodge meeting a month and having Masonic light and presentations at the second meeting. 
WB Wolff discussed the possible 12th Masonic District Trip to the George Washington National Masonic Memorial in Alexandria, VA. This may be a One Day Trip or possibly and Weekend long Trip. This will be discussed further at the 12th Masonic District Association Meeting on Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at MilltownPalestine Lodge No.294.

Announcements and Good of the Order:
RW Helge, Secretary, reminded the brothers that on Wednesday, January 14, 2026, at MilltownPalestine Lodge No.294, 30 North Main St, Milltown, NJ. 12th Masonic District Association Meeting at 6:00 PM, with dinner, District Lodge of Instruction (DLI) at 7:00 PM.
WB Wolff discussed the Grand Lodge Winter Seminar, Saturday, January 24, 2026, 8:15 AM – 12:00 PM, Fellowship Center, 1114 Oxmead Rd. Burlington, NJ. Free to members of the Grand Lodge on NJ. He encouraged brothers to attend.

Masonic Light:
RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH, gave a presentation, with power-point, on the history and variation of Candidate Preparation in Masonry.

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed in due and Ancient Form by WB Eric D. Wolff, assisted by the Brethren, at 9:20 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M. 
