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Brothers,  
Borrowed from “The CALIFORNIA FREEMASON” 

In Masonry and Magic, Blending Illusion and Wonder 
For generations, the world’s greatest magicians have found a second home in Masonry. A deeper look reveals 
why the two crafts are about as intertwined as two brass rings. 
The man in the top hat commands the attention of his audience. He recites a speech that was 
passed down to him through generations, mouth to ear. He invokes esoteric wisdom and 
alludes to its mystical origins in the east. Then he takes his wand, taps the hat twice, and runs 
through a greatest-hits show of performance magic: the coin behind the ear, the rabbit in the 
hat, and, the fundamental act for any magician, the cups and balls. 
The parallels between Masonry and magic are clear to anyone who’s sat in a lodge room 
during a degree conferral or been astonished at a performer’s card trick. Both, of course, 
cultivate an air of secrecy and mystery. Both rely on sensory experience to make an 
impression on the mind. And both require a certain showmanship and panache to deliver a 
truly memorable experience. Perhaps most important, they share some significant 
membership overlap: virtually every one of the most celebrated magicians of the past 200 
years have been Freemasons. 
Masonry and magic each feature a long fraternal history. Like Masons, magicians have for 
generations gathered in clubs and societies of performers around the world. In fact, many of 
the hallmarks of membership in a Masonic lodge—the initiations, rituals, handshakes, and 
even funerary rites—can be found in groups like the International Brotherhood of Magicians 
and the Society of American Magicians, to which the great Harry Kellar, Howard Thurston, 
and Harry Houdini all belonged. All three, incidentally, were proud Freemasons. 
That magic and Masonry connection was acknowledged by one Masonic publisher with a 
subtle sense of humor. In the early 20th century, the Allen Publishing Company of New York 
published ritual ciphers with fake titles meant to throw off curious snoops, titling one 
Magicians’ Magic Movements and Ceremonies. Rediscovered by the Scottish Rite Masonic 
Museum and Library in Massachusetts, the cipher opens with one page describing a fake 
magic-sword ritual. Then, without explanation, it jumps into the seeming gibberish of a ritual 
cipher book. 
Harry Houdini: Master Magician and Mason 
It’s a fitting sleight-of-hand trick, says Randy Brill, the grand master of California. Brill, too, 
has performed magic his whole life, and still counts himself as something of a semi-
professional. “Most of us dabble in magic as kids, and some of us never grow up,” he 
explains. “Mystery has always attracted the human brain. We want to see something that 
mystifies us, something we can’t easily understand.” 
Brill and Shelton are two of the organizers who will speak at the 2023 Masonic Symposium 
on June 28, titled Harry Houdini: Master & Mystic. The event pays homage to the Mason, 
magician, and Hollywood figure who perhaps did the most to bring performance magic into 
the public consciousness. 
Houdini, of course, is practically the patron saint of Mason-magicians. He pushed the 
boundaries of the field, combining stage magic, parlor magic, illusion, and escape acts in his 
most celebrated performances. In an era long before television or social media, Houdini was 
a masterful marketer and showman who knew how to garner publicity. What’s less known 
about him is that Houdini was a committed Mason. He was initiated and raised in 1923 at St. 
Cecile Lodge № 568 in Manhattan (which is still active today), performed at Masonic benefit 
shows, and even received a traditional Masonic funeral. 
Masons and Magicians: Birds of a Feather 



 

What is it that’s so appealing about an act of illusion? Why do normally rational people—
especially Masons, whose teachings are grounded in the seven liberal arts and sciences—
delight in witnessing feats that fly in the face of the laws of physics? 
Gustav Kuhn attempts to answer that question in his book Experiencing the Impossible: The 
Science of Magic. Kuhn is a professor at the University of London and a magician with the 
Magic Circle there.  
He speculates that magic acts might actually serve a cognitive function—namely, allowing us 
to hold contradictory beliefs. Kuhn suggests that “magical thinking” is innate in humans, 
dazzling us as babies playing peekaboo and confounding us as adults gambling at a casino 
even when we know the odds are stacked against us. 
Magic and Masonry: A Spiritual Kinship 
So, beyond their parallel fraternal histories, the similarities in custom, and the many 
significant figures they share in common, some practitioners speculate that perhaps Masonry 
and magic share a more spiritual sort of kinship. 
That instinct to break down seemingly supernatural acts into replicable components is 
common to nearly all magicians. In fact, Shelton says, there may be no more determinedly 
rational, critical thinkers out there than magicians. Call it the credo of an honest liar: Many 
famous magicians have made it their mission to expose performers who blur the line between 
illusions and miracles. Houdini, James Randi, and Penn & Teller, for example, have all 
aggressively exposed performers who claimed divine intervention. Houdini even 
commissioned an unpublished manuscript by H.P. Lovecraft called The Cancer of 
Superstition. 
So, beyond their parallel fraternal histories, the similarities in custom, and the many 
significant figures they share in common, some practitioners speculate that perhaps Masonry 
and magic share a more spiritual sort of kinship. 
Masonry: The "Other Magic" 
Centuries ago, the line between magic and science was not so clear or well defined. So-called 
“natural magicians” of the Renaissance era blended concepts of metaphysics, alchemy, and 
magic. It was into this proto-scientific hothouse that many of the themes found in 
“speculative” Freemasonry were born. Historically, even some esteemed scientists dabbled in 
“the other magic.” Consider Isaac Newton, an icon of science and the Enlightenment and a 
president of the Royal Society. Only after Newton’s death was it discovered that a substantial 
portion of his manuscripts dealt with alchemy and the occult. John Maynard Keynes, who 
purchased Newton’s private writings, was compelled to observe that, “Newton was not the 
first of the age of reason. He was the last of the magicians.” 
 
Even defining magic is no easy task. It’s a loaded word with contested meanings. Some 
magicians bristle at the word magic and prefer the term illusion. Others embrace the word but 
are loath to acknowledge other types of magic. Justin Sledge, a scholar in Western 
esotericism, observed that the word magic has historically been used to “other” those with 
divergent views, denigrating them by implying that they trade in sorcery or trickery. 
(Consider how “magical” elements of gnosticism or voodoo are used to delegitimize those 
spiritual traditions.) Modern magic, whether we call it “stage magic” or “performance 
magic,” might never completely shake off those less-than-reputable vestiges of its past. 
In Masonry and Magic, a New Order 
Magic, whether as a staged illusion or in the supernatural sense, likewise rearranges our 
sense of order. The performer is able to control the seemingly uncontrollable. Ritual offers a 
similar kind of magic of its own. The Masonic ritual, which is fixated on precise movement 
and memorization, offers the promise of an invisible transformation. The anthropologist 
Bronisław Malinowski said of ritual and magic, “Magic is to be expected and generally to be 



 

found whenever man comes to an unbridgeable gap, a hiatus in his knowledge or in his 
powers of practical control, and yet has to continue in his pursuit.” 
Whether it’s Houdini escaping a water tank or a costumed amateur pulling out your queen of 
diamonds from his deck, the magician is able to command an aura of wonder. They pierce 
the veil of perception, promising us a fleeting glimpse into what might be on the other side. 
Both the Mason and the magician, then, can be best described as seekers—those wishing to 
see more, to go beyond, to push the limits of their perception. Like the Masonic initiate, they 
await the moment of illumination from the proverbial darkness. As the magician says, 
Abracadabra! 
S & F 
W. Bro. Eriberto Castillo 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Events: 
We often look at our Roster and wonder how the Brothers we have not seen in a while are 
doing. Give a Brother a call. Come to the lodge together. In the lodge, there are no strangers. 
Make time to see your Brothers.  
 
 

LODGE MEETINGS FOR  January 2026 
 
Officers   Ritual Practice Floor Work at Lodge every 1st Thursday of the month. See W. 
Bro. James B. Klingener JR. for details. 
 
Regular Communication – Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
Lodge Opens at 7:30 pm – Dinner by reservation before the meeting. Please make a reservation. Worshipful 
Master will present his plans for 2026. 
Regular Communication – Tuesday, January 19, 2026 
The lodge opens at 7:30 p.m. Dinner is by reservation before the meeting. Please make a reservation. Lecture of 
Protocol. 
 
Thursday, January 21, 2026, is our January DLI  
All Officers are required to attend. It will be held to be announced... 
 
 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: EMERGENT COMMUNICATION OF THE LODGE FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
INSTALLING 2024 OFFICERS IS MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2024. OPEN INSTALLATION.  
 

 
Lodges of the 5th District 

Enterprise 31 1st Friday @ 7:00 PM 
Blue Stone 35 1st & 3rd Tuesday @ 7:30PM 

Secaucus 72 2nd & 4th Friday @ 7:30PM 
Peninsula 99 2nd & 4th Thursday @ 7:00PM 

Plaridel 302 2nd Saturday @4:00PM 
Hippocrates 304 3rd Tuesday @ 7:30PM 

 
 



 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
LODGE APP 

Members of BSMTMD Lodge #35 
Download your lodge APP 

For your smart phone 
Or web Login 

https://bsmtmdlodge35.minsh.com/launch.html 
 

 
2026 Dues ARE NOW DUE 

Dues for 2026 are $180, Dual Members $103 
Dues Payments 

Brothers, 
Dues payments can be made through the Square App or by check payable to the lodge. Use 

the Square App for dues payments and Masonic travel. 
The amount due is on Grandview. Please note that the Grandview amount is due through 

December 31, 2026. 
Regular Member (this is your mother lodge) dues payment link on Square. 

https://square.link/u/cCoRVpMp 

 
Dual Member (this is NOT your mother lodge) dues payment link on Square. 

https://square.link/u/3ptfzujf 

                                                                                     
You can change the payment amount to include arrears if you are in arrears. 
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	We often look at our Roster and wonder how the Brothers we have not seen in a while are doing. Give a Brother a call. Come to the lodge together. In the lodge, there are no strangers. Make time to see your Brothers.

