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Brethren, the wise and virtuous men who established our fraternity in its 
present form took great care to set forth a standard of practice and 
behavior, inspired by holy scripture, that reflect the principles of our 
craft.  In its purest form Masonic knowledge is transmitted from mouth 

to ear.  This is both a reflection of the sacred, secret nature of our relationships as Masons 
and of the intimate personal connections between us as members of the craft. 
 
It is by hearing that we receive the greatest and most important part of our 
knowledge.  The attentive ear receives the sound from the instructive tongue and thus are 
transmitted, unimpaired, the most excellent tenets of our institution. 
 
Nevertheless, over the centuries, the best and brightest among us have seen fit to set down 
in writing those valuable lessons.  After a decade of learning and reflecting on these 
teachings, illuminated by a lifetime spent studying the holy scripture from which they are 
drawn, I have come to conclude that everything I need to know about governing myself 
before God and man can be found in the principles of Masonry. 
During the long, still nights of this season, let us all, according to his own tradition, reflect 
on the sacred teachings that inspire the best and noblest aspects of man's character. 
 
My Brothers, we have business to attend to even during this peaceful holiday season. On 
January 7, 2026 we will be hosting the first District Lodge of Instruction for the 15th 
Masonic District this year.  I will be communicating separately with those whose efforts 
preparing the repast and readying the Lodge for the reception of visitors will be 
required.  All Master Masons should make an effort to attend, looking and acting in a 
manner consistent with the occasion and projecting the best qualities of Hightstown 
Apollo Lodge. 
 
Our first Communication of the year will be on January 9, 2026.  All Lodge member 
should attend.  Besides to regular business of the Lodge we will also review and by 
instruction endeavor to instill excellence in the ritual of all Lodge officers.  The program 
will focus mainly on the organization and operation of the Lodge.  Dates for the Chambers 
of Reflection as well as rehearsal for and conferral of Masonic degrees will also be 
discussed.  Entered Apprentices and Fellow Craft Masons will be admitted to the Lodge 
after it has been opened and Labor brought down to the appropriate degree.  Prospects are 
welcome to attend the pre-Lodge dinner, but will not be allowed in the Lodge room while 
we are at Labor. 
 
I wish you all a lifetime of the best of what this holiday promises and look forward to 
another year of personal growth and Masonic service. 
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 
Michael Kraus, PM 

Stated Meetings 
We are a moon 
lodge;our meetings 
are held on the 
Friday coinciding 
with or immediately 
following the full 
moon 

 
 

January 09,2026 
February 06,2026 

March 06,2026 
April 03,2026 
May 01,2026 
June 05,2026 

October 02,2026 
October 30,2026 

November 27,2026 
December 04,2026 

 
Dinner at 6:30pm 

Meeting at 7:30pm 
 
 

Masonic 
Education, 

Ritual Practice, 
and Fellowship 

 
Thursday evenings 

at 6:00pm 

Words from the East 
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First and foremost, I’d like to wish 
everyone happy holidays.   

As we start the beginning of a new 
Masonic year, I look forward to it with anticipation.  I 
want to thank the brothers for expressing their faith 
and trust by putting me in this position.  I sit in the West 
by your good graces and can accomplish nothing without 
your support.   
One of the questions that has always been on my mind 
is the often asked “why did I become a Mason?”  I 
wanted to become a Mason because my Father was a 
Mason and member of Hightstown lodge.  I feel that 
joining was one of the best things I have ever done.   
God bless you all.  
 
Ron Mayer 
Senior Warden 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Dear Brethren, 
Greetings from the south. Please 
accept my sincerest gratitude for 

your trust and allowing me to serve. Your trust helps 
me strengthen this core value of mine and improve 
upon my rough ashlar. 

 
It’s been said so many times that Freemasonry is 
needed now more than ever. This is something that I 
truly believe. In these times of unresolved differences, 
stifled thought, and silenced free speech, let us 
continue our tradition of the universality of men. Let 
us display the example that “all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights.” The very air we breathe connects 
all men through history, being made of oxygen, 
carbon, and nitrogen molecules that have cycled 
through the air from the time of our most ancient 
ancestors. We inhale these same molecules today. 
This shows us that we are not so different after all, 
sustaining life though time. Let’s bring this most 
solemn truth to our community by service done 
through kindness, and bring honor to our fraternity, 
lodge, and Worshipful Master. May the Almighty 
bless you all throughout 2026! Brethren, know this, I 
will always be here for you, stretching my cable-tow 
as far as it will allow. 

 
Fraternally, 
Thomas Peter Reynold

  

Words from the West Words from the South 

“When the Master governs with wisdom and the Wardens uphold with loyalty, the 
Lodge stands firm and united” 
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Worshipful Master   Michael Kraus PM 
Senior Warden   Ronald Mayer PM 
Junior Warden   Thomas Reynolds 
Treasurer   Ernesto C. Somera PM 
Secretary   Christopher Aiello PM 
Chaplain   James Hauck PGC 
Senior Deacon   Dominque Jennette 
Junior Deacon   Conny Svensson 
Sr Master of Ceremonies   Brett Scott 
Jr Master of Ceremonies   Robert Meier 
Senior Steward   Michael Shashoua 
Junior Steward   Brian Yuro 
Marshal   J. Dennis Cuan GC 
Tyler   Earl C Groendyke PM 
Historian   Alexander J.C. Bragat PDDGM 
Proxy to Grand Lodge   Edgardo Villafuerte PM 
Lodge Trustee  Earl Groendyke (2023) 
Lodge Trustee (Chairman)  James Hauck PGC (2023) 
Lodge Trustee  Matthew Beltran PM (2024) 
Lodge Trustee  Alexander J.C. Bragat DDGM (2024) 
Lodge Trustee  Ronald Herzog PGC (2025) 
Lodge Trustee  Michael Shashoua (2025) 

Knocking at the door  

To be initiated Entered Apprentice 

Christopher Felton 
Robert Yamson 

Sai Ronith Reddy Bongunoori 
Hakeem Bey 

Joseph Ragno III 

To pass to the Degree of Fellowcraft 
Jezreal Nazario 
Michael Deman 

To be raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason  

Your Lodge Officers 

For Initiation or Advancement 

“In our efforts to grow the Craft, remember to guard the West gate” 

“Lodge officers are not defined by the titles they hold, but by the service, example, 
and leadership they give to the Craft” 
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William Rowles 1972 Ronald Mayer 2006, 2010 
Bob Sprout 1973 John Chobrda 2007 
Gary Grubb 1976 Barry Cutler 2008 
Wayne Hetzell 1976 John Chobrda 2008 
Charles Stults III, PGC 1979 Earl Groendyke 2012 
Peter McNulty 1980 Denis de Leon 2013 
Francis Conway 1981 Robert Sullivan 2014 
Wayne Hetzell 1985 Alexander Bragat, PDDGM 2015 
Raj Sudarsanam 1988 James Hauck, PGC 2016, 2018 
George Smith, PGC 1990 Ernesto Somera 2017 
Thomas Estelle 1991,1993 Ronald Herzog PGC 2019 
William A. Counterman 1994 Anthony Katawick 2020 
James Mount, PGC 1995, 2001 Michael Kraus 2021 
Gerald Fabisch 1997, 1998 Edgardo Villafuerte 2022 
Mark Megee, PDDGM 1999 Matthew Beltran 2023 
Carlos Rodriguez 2000 J. Dennis Cuan 2024 GC 
Michael Lakat, PGP 2004 Christopher Aiello 2025 

Living Past Masters 

“A Past Master never ceases to labor; his work may change, but his duty remains 
— to guide with wisdom, support with experience, and inspire by example” 

2026 Dues have been assessed 
Payment of $225.00 may be made by check payable to 

Hightstown Apollo Lodge No. 41 

PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES PROMPTLY 
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William Duffy January 13,2013 
Paul Zeszotarski January 13,2013 

Michael Kraus January 04 
Brian Kleman January 09 
Edgardo Villafuerte January 11 
Karl Daupan January 15 
John Hamilton January 26 

Masonic Birthdays 

Chronological Birthdays 

“As the sun marks another year upon your journey, may the Great Architect of the Universe 
continue to guide your steps with light, wisdom, and brotherly love” 
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Date Day Lodge Agenda (All DLI’s –Dinner at 6:15 pm -7:15pm Gavel) 
January 7, 2026 Wed HA41 Opening, Drop to FC, Close on FC, Ballot 

February 4, 2026 Wed GM270 1st Section of MM Degree – 4 candidates 
March 4, 2026 Wed A12 2nd Section of MM Degree – 5 candidates 
March 9, 2026 Mon TC5 GLI Rehearsal – NO DINNER – start 7pm (casual) 

March 24, 2026 Tues TC5 GLI Rehearsal – NO DINNER – start 7pm (casual) 
April 1, 2026 Wed TC5 Grand Lodge of Instruction 
May 6, 2026 Wed HA41 EA Degree, FC Degree (1st Section) 
June 3, 2026 Wed GM270 OPEN DLI – Gold Token Presentations 
July 1, 2026   Dark for the summer 

August 1, 2026   Dark for the summer 

September 2, 2026 Wed TC5 
Rusty Mason, Lodge Protocol – nominations, elections, 
NPDs, etc. 

October 7, 2026 Wed A12 PMs only – Qualification Ceremony 

November 3–5,2026  
Atlantic 

City  NJ Grand Lodge Session 
December 2, 2026 Wed TC5 Open, Close and Ballot from Advanced Stations 

Wed - Jan 14, 2026 - Amwell #12 Meeting; Dinner 6:15pm; Gavel at 7:15pm 
Mon - Jan 19, 2026 - Gothic Mercer #270 Meeting Dinner at 6:00 pm Gavel at 7:15 pm 
Wed - Jan 21, 2026 - Trenton Cyrus #5 Meeting Dinner at 6pm Gavel at 7:15pm 
Wed - Jan 21, 2026 - Deputy School for Grand Staff 
Sat - Jan 24, 2026 - GLI Winter Seminar HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/MRJ6C99D 
Sat - Feb 21, 2026 - Junior Grand Warden Reception - RSVP SOON! 
Sun - Mar 15, 2026 - Grand Master's GALA "Remember the Ladies" at 2pm 
Sun - May 3, 2026 - Masonic Clay Shoot - Lehigh Valley Sporting Clays - 8:15am  

District Lodges of Instruction

Other Important Dates
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Grand Lodge Communication
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Masonic Events
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In and About the Apartments 

A new line of officers installed, continuing our commitment to brotherhood, service, and tradition in the 
Masonic Year 2026 
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Lodge Address Meeting Schedule 

Trenton Cyrus 5 131 Burd Street, 
Pennington 

3rd Wed @ 7:00 PM every month; except Jul, Aug. Dinner at 
6:00 PM before all Regular Communications. 

Amwell 12 21 Bridge Street, 
Lambertville 

2nd Wed @ 7:30 PM every month. Dinner at 6:30 PM. No 
meetings in Jul & Aug. 

Hightstown-Apollo 41 535 North Main Street, 
Hightstown 

Full Moon Friday or directly after the full moon. Dinner at 6:30 
PM; gavel at 7:30 PM. 

Horizon Daylight 299 2308 Burlington-Mt Holly 
Road, Burlington 

2nd Wed of the month @ 10:00 AM. 

Gothic-Mercer 270 3682 Nottingham Way, 
Hamilton Sq. 

1st & 3rd Mon @ 7:30 PM. Dinner at 6:30 PM every month 
except Jul & Aug. 

Lodges of the 15th Masonic District 
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H I G H T S T O W N - A P O L L O  L O D G E  N O .  4 1  
H i g h t s t o w n ,  N e w  J e r s e y  1 5 t h  M a s o n i c  D i s t r i c t  

E s t a b l i s h e d  1 8 5 6  b y  C h a r t e r  o f  t h e  G r a n d  L o d g e  o f  N e w  
J e r s e y   

5 3 5  N o r t h  M a i n  S t  H i g h t s t o w n  N J  
h i g h t s t o w n a p o l l o 4 1 . o r g  |  h i g h t s t o w n a p o l l o 4 1 @ g m a i l . c o m  

6 0 9 - 3 0 3 - 2 9 9 3  
 


