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THE GRAND LODGE OF THE MOST ANCIENT AND 
HONORABLE SOCIETY OF FREE AND ACCEPTED 

MASONS  
OF THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

FREEMASONRY promotes a way of life that binds like-minded men with the 
principles of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth in order to serve God, Family, 

Country, Neighbor and Self. 
 

Grand Master of Masons of the State of New Jersey 
M.W. Omar S. Morris 

100 Barrack St. 
Trenton, NJ 08608 

 

Deputy Grand Master 
RW Bruce C Golway 

 

Senior Grand Warden 
RW Bernard J Madgey, V 

Junior Grand Warden 
RW Glenn T Visscher 

 
Grand Treasurer 

MW Douglas R Policastro, PGM 

 
Grand Secretary 

MW Larry S Plasket, PGM 
 

District Deputy Grand 
Master Eighteenth 
Masonic District 

RW Kenneth F Carpenter, Jr 
(609) 634-5660 

kfcarpenter@comcast.net 

 
District Ritual Instructor 

Eighteenth Masonic 
District 

RW Vincent M Capone 
(609) 206-3078 

acgypsy12@aol.com 
 

Grand Chaplains (18th) 
RW Jim Stapleton 
RW James Boulger 

 
District Education 

Officer 
RW Michael I Mattes 

 
Masonic Outreach Hotline: 1-800-792-8690 for advice and assistance 

 
Grand Lodge: NewJerseyGrandLodge.org 

To access your account go to: nj.grandview.systems 
 

MERCHANTVILLE MOZART LODGE #119 F&AM 
6926 Park Ave., Pennsauken, NJ  08109 

Phone (856) 663-1719   
secretary@merchantvillemozart.org 

 
MerchantvilleMozart.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Merchantville119 
Instagram: @MerchantvilleLodge 
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CHAPLAIN 
RW Peter G Buchert 

 
SENIOR DEACON 
WB Julis Trimbach 

 
SENIOR 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
WB Jorge A Martinez 

 
SENIOR STEWARD 

Bro. Joseph M McGuckin, Jr 
 
 

MARSHAL 
DB Barney Mohrfeld 

 
JUNIOR DEACON 
WB Roger Bohn, Sr 

 
JUNIOR 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
Bro. Anthony Rodriguez-Arroyo 

 
JUNIOR STEWARD 

Bro. Todd Cottle 

TYLER 
WB John W Hunsberger, Jr 

 
Musicians 

RW Donald R Tuttle 
Bro. Steven D McCormack 

 

Merchantville Mozart Lodge No. 119 F&AM 
2026 Officers 

 
WORSHIPFUL MASTER 

WB Andrew S Knaus 
AKnaus@MerchantvilleMozart.org 

 
SENIOR WARDEN 

RW George W Niessner 
 

JUNIOR WARDEN 
RW Michael I Mattes 

 
SECRETARY 

WB Shawn M Roberts 
(856) 631-4664 

SECRETARY@merchantvillemozart.org 
 

TREASURER 
WB Anthony J Starkus, Jr 

 
PROXY TO GRAND LODGE 

WB Anthony J Starkus, Jr 
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AFFILIATED & DUAL PAST MASTERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
 

  

Lodge Ritual Instructor 
To be Appointed 

 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
REPRESENTATIVES 

Dist Rep WB Shawn Roberts, PM 
Lodge Rep to be Appointed 

 
BRETHREN EMERITUS 
RW Mark R. Richardson, 

PGSB…….Treasurer 
RW Raymond W. Taylor, Sr., 

PGC…..Secretary 
WB Henry Olsen, PM….Tyler* 

LODGE TRUSTEES 
To be Elected 

 
 
 
 

DISTINGUISHED 
BRETHREN 
DB Rolf U. 

Benninghoven 
DB John M. Belko 

DB Kenneth L. Pierce 
DB Enrique Rosario 
DB Barney Mohrfeld 

DB Stephen Callaghan 
 

Floyd D. Britt 
Gary L. Jones 

Charles E. Kern, Jr 
Raymond L. Garrison, PSGD 

Frederic K. Berman 
Brian J. Read, PJGS 

 

Robert A. Taylor 
Patrick C. Weisgerber, Sr., PSTGM 

Henry P. Fratz, PDDGM 
Keith A. Herman, PGO 
Daniel J. Walker, PGC 

John W. Hunsberger, Jr. 



Installation speech from WM Andres S. Knaus 
 
Right worshipful sirs, Brothers, and honored guests, 
Tonight marks the beginning of something truly special. The formation of Merchantville–
Mozart Lodge No. 119 is not just an administrative merger - it is a joining of histories, 
traditions, friendships, and the collective goodwill of two proud lodges choosing to build 
something stronger together. I am deeply humbled to stand before you as the first Worshipful 
Master of our new lodge. 
I want to express heartfelt thanks to every Brother who helped make this union possible. The 
committees who met late into the evening, the Past Masters who offered counsel and caution in 
equal measure, and the officers and Brethren who showed patience, persistence, and brotherly 
love throughout the process. This lodge exists because of your labor, your commitment, and 
your belief that Masonry is at its best when we work together. 
I am especially honored by your trust in me to serve as the first Worshipful Master of 
Merchantville Mozart Lodge No. 119. I will do everything in my power to uphold the dignity of 
this office and to guide our lodge with fairness, vision, and a steady hand. Thank you, my 
Brothers, for granting me this privilege. 
To the officers: thank you for stepping forward without hesitation, without bargaining, without 
needing to be begged. You volunteered not because someone twisted your arm, but because you 
believe in this lodge and in the work we can do together. Your willingness to serve sets the tone 
for the culture we are building. One of enthusiasm, accountability, and shared purpose. I could 
not ask for a better team. 
As we establish our identity, I am excited about several initiatives that will help our lodge grow 
and thrive. 
First, we will be updating and strengthening our online presence - our website, social media, 
and digital outreach. In today’s world, that is our public face. It is how potential candidates find 
us, how our families follow our achievements, and how our community sees what Masonry 
looks like in action. 
Second, we will prioritize outreach and community involvement. Merchantville Mozart Lodge 
No. 119 should be known as a lodge that shows up; whether that means partnering with local 
charities, supporting schools, helping families in need, or simply being a visible, positive force 
in the community. 
Third, we must be active and creative in how we raise funds. Not just for our own sustainability, 
but for the good works we hope to accomplish. Fundraising should not be a burden; it can be an 
opportunity for fellowship, visibility, and fun. 
And speaking of fun: we will build a lodge culture that enjoys being together. Social events, 
family nights, educational programs, trips, and lighthearted gatherings. These are the things that 
turn a lodge from a building into a Brotherhood. 
Lastly, one of the most exciting projects ahead is the creation of a new lodge logo. The one you 
see here is a start and we can keep or modify as needed. A unified symbol that reflects the 
character of both Merchantville and Mozart, honoring our past while looking toward our future. 
The final design will appear on our new banner, our badges, our pins, and the merchandise that 
proudly displays who we are. I look forward to collaborating with you all to craft a symbol that 
represents our shared identity. 
Brothers, tonight we stand at the start of a new chapter. We have inherited the strength of two 
great lodges, and we now have the opportunity and responsibility to build something worthy of 
that legacy. I am grateful for your confidence, inspired by your commitment, and excited for the 
journey ahead. 
May the Great Architect guide our work, bind us together in harmony, and bless Merchantville 
Mozart Lodge for many years to come. 
Thank you, my Brothers. 
 
WM Andrew S Knaus, PM 
Merchantville Mozart Lodge No. 119 F&AM 
AKnaus@MerchantvilleMozart.org 
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Dear Brother; 
 
You are cordially and fraternally requested to attend the Regular 
Communication of Merchantville Mozart Lodge #119, F. & A.M., to 
be held at the Merchantville Masonic Temple, 6926 Park Avenue, 
Pennsauken, NJ.  
 

TUESDAY, January 6th, 2026 
Dress will be Formal. Tuxedo with bow tie for Officers 
 
Dinner served at 6:30pm in the hall 
 
7:30pm 

• Lodge Opening 
• Business 

o Full Agenda 
• Petitions to be read 
• Light 
• Masonic Birthdays 
• Closing 
• Officer’s Picture 
• Refreshments & Dessert 

 
By order of 

  
 
WB Andrew S Knaus 
Worshipful Master  
 
Attest: 
WB Shawn M. Roberts, PM 
Secretary 
 
 
Recurring Dates (Not held in July & August) 
All Masons in Good standing are welcomed and encouraged to join us 
each month. 
• Rehearsals - TBD During business 
• Meetings are the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7:30pm, Dinner at 

6:30 
• District Lodge of Instruction (DLI) is held on the 2nd Wednesday at 

7:30pm (Master Masons only) 
o Wednesday, January 14, 2026, DLI – Laurel Masonic 

Temple 
  
  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/jeE1qqpyQ7oBVehD8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/jeE1qqpyQ7oBVehD8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/uzRcvDoAz9bzrykM6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/uzRcvDoAz9bzrykM6


Upcoming 
First Communication of Merchantville Mozart Lodge: 
Tuesday January 6th - Dinner 6:30, Gavel 7:30 
 
District Lodge of Instruction at Laurel Lodge 
Wednesday January 14th - M&W 6:45, DLI 7:30 
 
February Communication featuring WB Robert Harris, PM 2017 
“Flexibility, Mobility, Energy for Adults” 
Tuesday February 3rd - Dinner 6:30, Gavel 7:30 
 
March Communication (working on presentation) 
Tuesday March 3rd - Dinner 6:30, Gavel 7:30 
 
April Communication - Official Visit of DDGM RW Kenneth F 
Carpenter, Jr 
Tuesday April 7th - Dinner 6:30, Gavel 7:30 
 
May Communication - featuring R.W. William M. Krzewick, III, 
PGT, PAGM “The Quiet Watch” 
Tuesday May 5th - Dinner 6:30, Gavel 7:30 

Petitions for Membership 
John Joseph Leuzzi – Cherry Hill, NJ – 44 Years Old 
Byron William Rozier – Pennsauken, NJ – 33 Years Old 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January Masonic Birthdays 
 

Michael T Coates Wayne A Farren William C Johnson 
Gary L Jones PM Andrew S Knaus David K Martin Jr. PM 
Stephen J Paull William L Reeves III Andrew W Sosna 

George H Schoppet Eugene L Wallace PM Roger D Bohn, Sr 
Eric W Newell Jeffrey A Schnepper John M Simensen 

Todd A Cottle Michael J O’Keefe 



Light from the East        January 2026 
 
 
Leadership in Freemasonry 
Leadership in Freemasonry begins with the understanding that true 
authority comes not from position, but from character. The Craft teaches 
that a leader must first be a builder of himself before guiding others. 
Through symbolism, ritual, and self-examination, Freemasonry 
emphasizes integrity, restraint, and a dedication to truth. A Masonic leader 
is expected to “square his actions,” showing consistency between what he 
professes and what he practices. This inward discipline forms the 
foundation for all outward influences. 
 
Freemasonry also teaches that leadership is service. The working tools 
remind officers and brethren alike that great achievements are built 
through humility, patience, and cooperation. The Master of a Lodge, for 
example, is not elevated to command but entrusted to guide, mentor, and 
support. The lessons of the Trowel and the Hand of Fellowship reinforce 
that unity and harmony are essential to building any enduring structure. A 
Masonic leader seeks to unite, not divide; to inspire, not impose. 
 
Perhaps one of the most enduring leadership lessons of The Craft is the 
importance of lifelong learning. Freemasonry urges every brother to seek 
light continually, knowing that wisdom grows through curiosity, 
experience, and reflection. By encouraging open dialogue, diverse 
perspectives, and the steady pursuit of knowledge, the fraternity cultivates 
leaders who are adaptable and thoughtful. Lodge officers who embrace 
this mindset become better listeners, better decision-makers, and better 
mentors. 
 
Finally, Freemasonry teaches that leadership requires courage—moral 
courage above all. From the Rough to the Perfect Ashlar, the journey is 
one of confronting personal faults and striving for improvement. Leaders 
must exercise the courage to act justly, even when inconvenient, and to 
make decisions rooted in principle rather than popularity. When a leader 
models this steadfastness, he strengthens the entire Lodge, encouraging 
others to likewise stand upright. 
 
WM Andrew S Knaus, PM 
Merchantville Mozart Lodge No. 119 F&AM 
AKnaus@MerchantvilleMozart.org 
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Masonic Fun 
Word Search Puzzle 

 
Find these 12 Masonic symbols hidden in the grid. Words may 
appear forward, backward, vertical, horizontal, or diagonal. 
Symbols to Find (12): 
 

1. SQUARE 
2. COMPASS 
3. LEVEL 
4. TROWEL 
5. PLUMB 
6. ALTAR 

7. GAVEL 
8. APRON 
9. PILLAR 
10. STAR 
11. ANCHOR 
12. ARK 

 
 

 
  



Thank You to all who have contributed to the 
Building Maintenance Fund in 2025! 

 
Brethren 
Dues notices will be sent out in January 2026. The amount is $165 (Full 
member), $76 for Grand Lodge Assessments (50+ Year Members), $89 
Lodge Dues (Dual Members). 
 
Please consider donating to support our lodge and building. Your kindness 
and support will have a lasting impact on the brethren, organizations and 
families who use our facility. To make a monetary donation, please see the 
payment methods below. For donations of your time and efforts, please 
reach out to WM Andy Knaus and\or Secretary WB Shawn Roberts. We 
are also open to discussing projects in more detail and answering any 
questions you may have. Thank you for your time and consideration. We 
are grateful for your support. 
 
Payment Methods 
Please note what it is for. 
 
Zelle through your bank's web site to secretary@merchantvillelodge.org 
(No Additional Fees!) *Some banks may not participate in Zelle. 
 
Online Options *Fees apply to some options: 
 
Dues payments 
PayPal (+$5 fee) <---Click here (digital copy only) or Scan the QR below 
to check out through PayPal using a card, Venmo or Apple Pay. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:secretary@merchantvillelodge.org
https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/KBBMSQE4ZNPCS


  



  



 
  



 



 



 
  



 
  



 

 
 

 
 

Living Past Masters of 
Merchantville Mozart Lodge No 119 

 
2026 Andrew S. Knaus 

 
  1972 Thomas A. Muskett 2008 Javier Seguinot** 

1975 Thomas W. Lowe, Sr. PGT 2009 Henry D. Olsen** 
1977 Thomas E. Roth 2009 Roger D. Bohn, Sr. 
1977 Robert F. Wells, PGC 2010 Barry T. Hanson 
1983 George E. Emmanuel, PSGD 2010 Michael F. Ohr, Jr. 
1983 Thomas L. Lewis 2011 James D. Choyinski, PGP** 
1984 Larry S. Plasket, PGM 2011 George W. Niessner, PJGS 
1985 Phillip H. Lowe 2012 David J. Lane, Sr., PGC 

1986,88 David C. Spaeth 2013 Christian P. Kochon 
1989 Paul L. Duffy 2013 Todd E. Mertz, PGC 
1990 Jerome J. Williams 2014 Raynaldo Santiago 
1992 Mark R. Richardson, PGSB 2014 Roger D. Bohn, Jr. 
1993 James McFarland, Jr. 2015-16 Jorge A. Martinez 
1996 Julius W. Trimbach 2015 Richard V. Hartshorne 
1998 Leroy R. Emory, Jr.** 2017 Robert Harris, Jr. 
1999 Thomas R. Smith III** 2017 John A. Dioszeghy 
2000 Patrick M. Barrett 2018 Eric T. Johnson 
2001 E. Wayne Newell 2019 David K. Martin Jr 
2003 Raymond W. Taylor, Sr. PGC 2019 Louis A. Benucci** 
2003 Alfred H. Rose 2020 El Donald F. Vid Al 
2004 Daniel L. Lloyd 2020-22 Michael I. Mattes, PGP 

2004,06 Peter G. Buchert, PGC 2021-22 Shawn M. Roberts 
2005 Eugene L. Wallace 2023 Anthony J. “AJ” Starkus Jr. 
2005 Donald C. Heritage 2024 Andrew S. Knaus 
2006 William W. Johnson, Sr. 2023-25 Peter G. Buchert, PGC 
2007 Robert W. Hertneck, PDDGM 2025 Luis A. Valentin 

 
**Denotes Demitted\Withdrawn\NPD 



Scan the QR Below to sign into the Grandview system. 
 

 
 
Grandview is where you can see your Masonic history and dues 
balances as well as a roster of your brothers of all the NJ 
Lodges of which you are a member. 
 
 
 
Join the conversation and view the lodge and district calendars on the 
TeamReach App 
 

  
 
Install the TeamReach app from your smartphone’s App Store and 
enter these Group Codes to sign up for: 
Merchantville Mozart Lodge #119: Enter Code: MerchMozart119 
18th Masonic District: Enter Code: nj18Masonic 
 
 
Please update your contact information on the section below and send 
it to the secretary. Alternatively, you can email this information to 
secretary@merchantvillemozart.org  
 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Email: _____________________________________________________ 
 
Do you want to receive text messages: Yes No 
Do you want to receive postal mailings: Yes No 
Do you want to receive emails:   Yes No 
Is it your wish for a Masonic Funeral Service: Yes No 

mailto:secretary@merchantvillemozart.org

