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Union Lodge No. 19 F. & A. M.
60 Cedar Ave., North Brunswick, NJ 08920



Brothers of Union Lodge No.19,

Please Read all of this message.

Thomas Paine THE AMERICAN CRISIS, No. 1, 1776
“THESE are the times that try men’s souls: The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country; but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too cheap, we esteem too lightly:  It is dearness only that gives every thing its value. Heaven knows how to set a proper price upon its goods…”

   The above words were written by Thomas Paine in November of 1776, one of the darkest and lowest points during the American Revolutionary War. George Washington and the Continental Army had lost major battles on Long Island, Kipps Bay, Harlem Heights, White Plains, Fort Washington and Fort Lee. They were, at the time of this writing being chased across New Jersey by the British Army. They were dark days indeed. “The Glorious Cause” appeared lost or near lost at the time.

   This was the situation, until Washington’s miracle victories and Trenton and Princeton revitalized the Revolutionary spirit.

   Union Lodge No.19 currently finds itself in something of a Crisis. While certainly not as dark or as desperate as Washington’s in November of 1776, we do have some concerning issues that we have to deal with, and we need the help of the Lodge Brethren to deal with them.

   As most of you know, Union Lodge No.19 can trace its roots back to Washington Lodge No.12 in New Brunswick, NJ, Warranted January 6, 1794. Mount Moriah Lodge No.27 in New Brunswick was Warranted November 12, 1811. These two Lodges merged/consolidated as Union Lodge No.12 in 1821. They met regularly until 1837 and were stricken from the Grand Lodge roll in 1842. The Lodge was reconstituted and issued a new Warrant, as Union Lodge No.19, January 9, 1850. We have been meeting in North Brunswick since 1778 and purchased our current building in 1985. 

   In 2018, Highland Park Lodge No.240, which had previously accepted Emmanuel Lodge in a merger, merged into Union Lodge No.19. 

   Following the merger, the lodge wrote and adopted new Lodge Bylaws. These Bylaws have been emailed out to the members on several occasions and hard copies are available on request.

   In the Dues sections they Include in these Bylaws are: 
Article VII: Section 2. Annual Union Lodge Dues shall be $150.00 per member effective January 1st, 2022. Annual Union lodge Dues shall $200.00 per member effective January 1, 2023. In subsequent years upon recommendation of the Budget and Finance Committee, and upon approval of the Lodge, Dues can be increased by up to Twenty-Five (25) percent per year per member, based upon the total Lodge budget divided by the number of dues paying members, OR A LESSER AMOUNT, on recommendation of the Trustees and Elected Line, until a balanced budget is achieved. Each year thereafter; upon adoption of the Annual Budget at the First Regular Communication in November, the annual dues for the subsequent year shall be determined by dividing the budgeted Gross expense less the non-dues revenue by the number of full dues paying members of the Lodge, rounded up to the nearest one half (1/2) dollar, plus all Grand Lodge assessments heretofore or hereafter levied, payable in advance. Future increases to the budget expenditures for the normal operation of the Lodge shall be capped at ten percent (10%) per year.

There is also a Lodge Budget section in the Bylaws:
Article VII. Section 5. At the first Regular Communication in November, a budget of expenditures for the Lodge for the following year shall be adopted by resolution. Prior to any transfer of funds from the previous year’s Investment Income, an adequate amount shall be set aside to cover any expected short fall in the adopted budget of expenditures. Said funds may remain in an interest-bearing account until such time that they are needed for the general operations of the lodge. Proposed changes and/or additions to the adopted budget shall be submitted, in writing, by the Budget and Finance Committee, at a regular Communication of the lodge and shall require the consent of a majority of the members present for adoption. Emergency appropriations shall fall under the auspices of the Trustees.

   Following the rules stated in the above sections of the Bylaws, the Lodge did accept and set a Budget for 2026, based upon the 72 Master Masons listed on our Lodge roster in November, 2025. 

   As of this writing, December 24, 2025, Union Lodge currently had Twelve (12) Brothers Subject to Suspension for Non-Payment of Dues (NPD). Since sending out the 2026 Lodge Dues we have received Requests to Withdraw or Demit from Four (4) Brothers. Between these two types of loss of members this will bring us down to approximately 56 members. A dangerously low number and certainly not what we based our Budget and Dues rate on. 

   Union Lodge No.19 owns our building. Simply maintaining the building, without any emergency expenditures or capital improvements costs approximately $35,000.00 a year. We have had two (2) York Rite bodies: Scott Chapter No.4, RAM; Scott Council No.1, RSM: using our building and making donations (rent) of $1,000.00 a year combined. We may be losing at least one of these bodies. We also have the New Jersey Lodge of Research and Education (NJ LORE) No.1786 which meets in our building four times a year and donates $400.00 for their use of the building. Your Dues and these few “rentals” make up the vast majority of our lodge income.

   We have in the last few years instituted some Fund Raising to help offset our expenses. This has included our event at Stumpy’s Hatchet House in Princeton, NJ; The donation of 200 Union Lodge #19 pins, sold at $5.00 each which made us $600, so far; The creation and sale of the “Be A Freemason. Org” magnets; The creation and sale of the Union Lodge freshly roasted Coffee; and the Masonic Winter hats. All of which have raised modest to moderate amounts of  money. 

  Union Lodge has also been trying to get more involved in the North Brunswick community and to contribute to the community. This has included financial donations to the North Brunswick Volunteer Fire Department, North Brunswick Volunteer First Aid & Rescue Squad, North Brunswick PBA, donations to and volunteering at the Purple for Pappas 5-K (since discontinued), participating in the North Brunswick National Night Out and North Brunswick Heritage Day.

   In 2025, an Individual member of the Lodge donated to the Lodge and paid for the Lodge to give a Scholarship to a graduating senior at the North Brunswick High School. That member is not in a position to continue to finance this scholarship and had hoped the Lodge would be able to raise money to continue this effort.  

   Prior to the merger, Highland Park Lodge did Endow the “Craig Putnal Memorial Masonic Scholarship” at Middlesex College. In Honor of one of their Past Masters, who has since passed away. This is Endowed and will continue. 

   The last few years, we have had a fairly consistent core group of about twelve to fifteen members who come out regularly and contribute their time, talents, effort and personal funds to the Lodge. Some of these brothers are getting older and cannot contribute as they once did, although their heart for the fraternity wants to keep trying. It could be realistically said that those in the core group are “paying more” towards the lodge than the non-participating Brothers. We buy tickets to our Fundraisers. We purchase and donate prizes for the Fundraisers. We purchase 50/50 and Tricky-Tray Tickets at the events. 

   We do not know what every individual member’s personal situation and Cable-tow is. We do not know your financial situation, your work and family situation. Every member must make his own decision. 

   At one point in time, each of you considered your Membership in Freemasonry to be important to you. You considered your membership and participation in Union Lodge to be important to you. You thought that this is something of value. 

   If Union Lodge continue as a Masonic Lodge in the State of New Jersey, We NEED You. We need your time, to come out and participate as you can. We need your financial support, your dues and other donations as you are able.  

   We have tried to move more towards Electronic Trestle Boards and other communications. This is intended to save the Lodge money. Between printing and postage, the Trestle Board can cost between $3-$5 per individual if mailed USPS.

   Trestle Boards are emailed out via Grandview, the Lodge’s and Grand Lodge’s membership management database program. We urge every member to register and use Grandview, if you are able to. You can actually update your own contact information on Grandview and see certain things going on in the lodge, the District and the Grand Lodge. Grandview Registration instructions are enclosed.

   We have the Annual Hatchet Throw Fund Raiser, usually in November. We are looking for additional Fundraisers. Union Lodge has an Annual Picnic Open to all members and their families. We are working on getting more guest speakers and presentations at our Lodge meetings. As stated above, we are trying to get more involved in the community, both to “give-back” and to hopefully attract more good men into our Fraternity.

   We have also been trying to have more social and fun events. Every summer, we hold a Lodge picnic. We have had social nights, dinners out, some with our significant others, some just the guys. Every member is invited to join us for these events. Few, besides the active brothers, have. 

   Please search your heart and consider getting more involved in Union lodge; remaining a member in good standing (continuing to pay Dues to Union Lodge) and/or contributing in whatever way you might be able. 

  If Union Lodge is to continue, WE NEED YOU. 

     

Sincerely,
RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
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