Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
November 3, 2025

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form on the Master Mason Degree at 7:45 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
(NOTE – Meeting opened late due to an issue with the building heater/boiler which caused minor flooding in the collation room. The brothers had to clean things up and order dinner instead of cooking) 
Worshipful Master: WB Eric D. Wolff – Pro-temp.
Senior Warden: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez – Pro-temp.
Junior Warden: RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff – Pro-temp.
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, PGC
Senior Deacon: Br. Kent “Kenny” Simpson – Pro-temp.
Junior Deacon: DB Frank Moschella
Chaplain: WB Larry C. Hriczak                                           
SMC: Br. Sean Zaro – Pro-temp;                   JMC: vacant; 
Sr. Stew.: vacant;                                                 Jr. Stew.: vacant: 
Marshal: DB Arthur Schneier;                        Tyler: WB Leroy Schneider – Pro-temp                                                                                                             
Brothers in attendance:
Br. FC Obiora J. Okagbue; Br. FC Jordan Coe 


Visiting Brethren:
Br. Sean M. Zaro – Atlas-Pythagoras No.10

Change over and exams:
Immediately following the Opening Worshipful Master declared labor on the Master Mason Degree closed and the Lodge Duly at labor on the Fellow Craft Degree. Br. FC Okagbue and Br. Coe were admitted. The Senior Deacon escorted them to the East. RW Ben Hoff conducted the Fellow Craft exam. Both Br. Okagbue and Br. Coe proved their proficiency in the exam. The Worshipful Master congratulated them on a job well done and invited them to take a seat on the sidelines. 


Minutes:
RW Raymond P. Helge, Secretary reporting.
A Motion was made by Br. Kent Simpson, and seconded by WB Alfred Rodriguez, to accept the Minutes of the October 20, 2025, (10/20/2025) Communication as Read/disturbed by emailed. Motion carried.


 Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer, reporting.
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $3,063.77 as of the close of the October 20, 2025, Communication.  
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $97,616.45 as of September 30, 2025, Statement.
A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and seconded by WB Larry Hriczak, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. Motion carried.

Bills and Vouchers:
A Motion was made by WB Larry Hriczak, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to pay Vouchers No.1816 (090) through No.1817 (091) as read. 
Motion carried. 
Vouchers Itemized:
No.1816 (090) – Amount: $87.92; To: Kent Simpson; For: Dinner 11/03/25 (saved for dinner 11/17/25).
No.1817 (091) – Amount: $314.45; To: Optimum; For: Lodge internet and cable service November 2025.  


Communications:
1) Excelsior Scottish Rite, AASR. Murder Mystery Show & Dinner. Friday, November 14, 2025. Doors open at 6:30 PM. $55 per person. Cash Bar. Reservations required. Scottish Rite Ballroom, 315 White Horse Pike, Collingswood, NJ. Flyer posted on Bulletin board.
2) 2025 Festival of Trees, Nov. 21, 2-8 PM; Nov. 22-23, 10AM-8PM; Nov. 28-29, 10AM-8PM; Nov. 30, 10AM-4PM. Large-scale, High-end Tricky-Tray style event meets Winter Wonderland. Masonic Fellowship Center, 1114 Oxmead Rd., Burlington, NJ.

Trustees’ Report:
DB Frank Moschella reporting – In light on the heater/boiler leak and issue this evening, he has contacted JAFCO and a plumber will be coming Tuesday, November 4, 2025, to look at and evaluated the issue. DB Moschella will be meeting them at the building at 8:30 AM.

[bookmark: _Hlk211705489]Committee Reports:
Charity:
WB Eric Wolff discussed his plan to hold a Charity Dinner to support Women Aware on March 14, 2026, at Philo Lodge. More details to follow. 

Sickness & Distress:
RW Raymond Helge reported that DB John Dougherty is home still recovering from recent surgery.

Blood Bank:
WB Eric Wolff; 
There will be a Red Cross Blood Drive at the Grand Lodge Communication in Atlantic City on Wednesday, November 5th, 1-6 PM, Tropicana Hotel, South Tower, Pageant A meeting room. 
Union Lodge No.19 will be hosting a Red Cross Blood Drive on Saturday, November 8, 2025, 9AM-1 PM, at our lodge building. 


Budget & Finance:
Budget & Finance Committee – RW Bernhard W. Hoff and RW David B. Littman. 
RW Hoff presented a proposed 2026 Lodge Budget, attached, and recommended a Dues increase to the rate of $300.00 per member for the lodge portion of the Dues, exclusive of the Grand Lodge Assessments.
Discussion.
A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and seconded by Br. Kent Simpson, to adopt the proposed 2026 Lodge Budget and to set the Union Lodge 2026 Dues at $300.00 per member, exclusive of Grand Lodge Assessments.
Motion Carried.

Dues, and Ways & means:
Union Lodge No.19 Fundraiser at Stumpy’s Hatchet House, is Thursday, November 13, 6-9 PM. The Committee has requested the Lodge authorize an expenditure of $200.00 for seed money to purchase Tricky-tray prizes for the event.
A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and seconded by Br. Kent Simpson, to authorize the Committee to spend $200.00 for Tricky-Tray prizes for Hatchet Throw Fundraiser. To be reimbursed at a future time. 
Motion carried.

Candidate Instruction:
RW Bernhard Hoff reported that Br. FC Obiero Okagbue and Br. FC Jordan Coe had performed their Fellow Craft Exams and are now ready to receive the Master Mason Degree. Exams performed in lodge earlier in the meeting.

Lodge Masonic Shirts/jackets:
Br. Dylan Moyinhan working on shirts, jackets, a Banner and other items. Will report soon. An email was sent with information.

Old Business:
A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and seconded by RW David Littman, for Union Lodge to hold an Open Installation of Officers for our 2026 Lodge Officers. 
Motion carried.

A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and seconded by DB Frank Moschella, for the Lodge Trustees to coordinate with the Master, Secretary and Treasurer on any needed heater/boiler repair or replacement, to address the problem as quickly as possible and to take the needed actions to pay for it, included withdrawing from the Investment account if needed.
Motion carried.

New Business:
WB Eric Wolff thanked all the Brothers who brought food to donate to the North Brunswick food bank. He requested Brothers continue to bring and donate food for the food bank.
WB Wolff announced that the Mentors for our candidates for the Statewide Master Mason Degree would be RW Bernhard Hoff for Br. Jordan Coe and Br. Kent Simpson for Br. Obiora Okagbue. The MM Degree is scheduled for Sunday, November 16, 2025, at the Historic Trenton Masonic Temple, 100 Barrack Street, Trenton, NJ.

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed by Dispensation by RW Raymond Helge, PDDGM, at 9:35 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.                           
