Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
September 15, 2025

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 7:33 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: WB Eric D. Wolff – Pro-temp.
Senior Warden:  RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD – Pro-temp.
Junior Warden: WB Russell Shirley – Pro-temp.
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, PGC
Chaplain: WB Larry C. Hriczak
Senior Deacon: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez
Junior Deacon: Br. Kent W. “Kenny” Simpson – Pro-temp.
SMC: vacant;                                                          JMC: vacant;
Sr. Steward: Br. Dylan Moynihan;                      Jr. Steward: vacant;                                                   Marshal: DB Arthur M. Schneier;                       Tyler: DB John A. Dougherty                                                                                                            
Brothers in attendance:
WB Leroy Scheider

Visiting Brethren:
None.


WM Welcomed all in attendance.

Minutes:
A Motion was made by WD Arthur Schneier, and seconded by Br. Dylan Moynihan, to accept the Minutes of the June 16, 2025 (06/16/2025) Regular Communication and the Minutes of the June 23, 2025 (06/23/2025) Emergent Communication and Entered Apprentice Degree as emailed to the members.
Motion carried.

Communications:
Letter (July 1, 2025) from the Masonic Charity Foundation of New Jersey, RW Joseph K. Barbara, President, with an update of the status of the Sale of the Masonic Village in Burlington, NJ

Email from Grand Lodge Office on Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025. Announcing the passing of Connie Wilson, beloved wife of MW Daniel M. Wilson, PGM

Iris Assembly #31, Installation of Officers. Saturday, September 20, 2025, at 7:30 PM. Location: Olive Branch Lodge, 2 Dutch Lane Road, Freehold, NJ 
Molly Pitcher Chapter No.198, OES-NJ, Annual Mum Sale $5 each. Pre-orders accepted Sept.8 to Oct. 7, 2025. Mum pick-up will be before or after Meeting Oct. 13 at Olive Branch Lodge, Freehold. 

Raritan Valley Lodge No.46 “The Master’s Cut” Beefsteak Dinner, Honoring RW William G. McClew, PDDGM. Friday, October 10, 2025, 7-10 PM. Tickets $60 per person. Tricky-Tray and 50/50 Raffles. 

North (Taylor Ham) Vs. South (Pork Roll) Festive Board. September 27, 2025, 5-9 PM.  $65 per person. Fellowship Center, 1114 Oxmead Rd. Burlington, NJ 
Email from RW John M. Sardis announcing that Raritan Chapter No.58, OES-NJ, will be Initiating four Candidates on Wednesday, October 1, 2025, at Philo Lodge No.243.

Fidelity Lodge No. 113, Official Visit of MW  and Grand Lodge Reception for Secretary to the Grand Master and Grand Marshal. Saturday, Oct. 4 , 2025 $85 per person. The Brownstone 351 West Broadway, Paterson, NJ.
Senior Grand Warden’s “A Night at the Races!”. Date: October 18, 2025, Doors Open 6PM, Races Start 7PM. Location: Crescent Shrine, 700 Highland Dr. Westampton, NJ. Price: $35 per person, includes Dinner and soft drinks. For tickets contact Scott Vicari. 
The Grand Master’s Charity Ball (MW J. E. Margroff), Wednesday, October 29, 2025, 6:30 PM. $150.00 per person. The Venetian, 546 River Drive, Garfield, NJ. Also Ad Journal sponsors available, starting at $100 per half page B&W image, up to $5,000 for a Platinum Sponsor.

Grand Master’s Reception (RW O. S. Morris, if elected), Saturday, November 15, 2025, 11:00 AM – 4:00 PM. The Venetian, 546 River Drive, Garfield, NJ Cost $125 per person

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer, reporting. 
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $7,019.38 as of August 19, 2025. 
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $92,651.00 as of the June 30, 2025, Statement.
A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and seconded by WB Larry Hriczak, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as read. 
Motion carried.

Bills and Vouchers:
A Motion was made by WB Larry Hriczak, and seconded by Br. Dylan Moynihan, to Receive and Approve Vouchers No.1793 (063) through No.1797 (067) Paid out during the Summer Refreshment as read. Motion carried.  

Vouchers Paid over summer Refreshment Itemized:  
No.1793 (063) – Amount: $323.00; To: Treasurer, State of New Jersey; For: DCA BFCE – DORES – Fire Registration Renewal Fee.
No.1794 (064) – Amount: $215.25; To: PSE&G; For: Electric & gas Service 6/13-7/14/2025.
No.1795 (065) – Amount: $275.00; To: Grand Lodge of New Jersey, F&AM; For: 2025 Masonic Leadership Conference Registration. E. Wolff.
No.1796 (066) – Amount:582.49; To: Optimum; For: Lodge internet & cable July & Aug. 2025.
No.1797 (067) – Amount: $240.00; To: Michael Delrio; For: Cut grass/Lawn service on 6/13, 6/19, 6/26, 7/09, 7/14, 7/21, 7/31, 8/10/2025. 

 A Motion was made by Br. Dylan Moynihan, and seconded by WD Arthur Schneier, to pay Vouchers No.1798 through No.1804 As Read.
Motion carried.
Vouchers Itemized:
No.1798 (068) – Amount: $277.76; To: Roy Kowalski; For: Lodge dinner/refreshment 06/04, 06/23,08/19/25.
No.1799 (069) – Amount: $1,220.61; To: Chubb; For: Lodge Insurance.
No.1800 (070) – Amount: $299.00; To: Optimum; for: Lodge internet and cable 9/01-30/25.
No.1801 (071) – Amount: $8.25; To: North Brunswick township; For: Lodge water and sewer service 08/01-09/02/25.
No.1802 (072) – Amount: $395.18; To: PSE&G; For: Lodge electric and gas service June, July, August 2025.
No.1803 (073) – Amount: $15.98; To: Dylan Moynihan; For: Dessert 09/15/25.
No.1804 (074) – Amount: $400.00; To: 12th Masonic District Association; For: Seed money for Hospitality room at Grand Lodge.  

Committee Reports:
Fund Raising:
Br. Kent Simpson reported that he has a draft flyer for our Hatchet Throw Fund Raiser. He needs the QR Code and payment link to complete the Flyer.

Sickness & Distress:
RW John Mavrakis emailed the Secretary and said he was having trouble paying this lodge Dues. The Secretary will reach out to RW Mavrakis and report on his condition and status.

Blood Bank:
WB Eric Wolff reported that at our last Blood drive the Red Cross collected 17 units of blood. The Red Cross also informed WB Wolff that they plan to stop holding weekend Blood Drives and to only hold them during the week in the future. WB Wolff will discuss with the Red Cross and report back about planning for future drives in our building.

Budget & Finance:

Candidate Instruction:
RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff is working on the Entered Apprentice Exam with Br. EA Jordan Coe and Br. EA Obiora J. Okagbue.

Prospects: 
RW Roy Kowalski reported that we had a Prospect join us for dinner tonight before the meeting. He and WB Arthur H. Campbell are working on three other Prospects.

Lodge Shirts:
Br. Dylan Moynihan has information for shirts, jackets and a banner for the Lodge. He will gather the information and report at a future meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk181612456]Old Business:
None.

New Business:
WB Eric Wolff, SW, reminded the Brothers that the North Brunswick Heritage Day is Saturday, October 4, 2025. At 3:00 PM in the Community Park off Rt. 130. We have a Table.

RW Raymond Helge, Secretary, reported on the last 12th District Association meeting on Sept. 10, 2025. 
The District Association held annual Elections of Officers. Results: Pres. RW Chris Howard, 1st VP WB Lino Branco, Secretary WB Jay Sgaramella; Treasurer WB Josiah Santamaria. Need a 2nd VP. 
The 10th & 12th Districts along with Condon-Overlook Lodge will again be hosting a Hospitality Room at the Grand Lodge Communication. RW Chris Howard is Chairing this. He is requesting $400 in seed money from each lodge (will refund any overage). We are also holding a Fundraiser on Friday, October 24, 2025, at Philo Lodge, “Fall Fest” to help raise money for the Hospitality Room. The event will be $50 per person All you can eat.
The 12th Dist. Plans on holding the regular Beefsteak Dinner Fundraiser on Saturday, January 10, 2026, at Philo Lodge. Thet are requesting each Lodge Donate one or more Tricky-Tray Prizes with a Value of approximately $200. More details to follow. 
WB Eric Wolff spoke about the Somerset Patriots outing was a success. He would like to officially make a District Event next year and invite the Grand Master. Tabled until next meeting. WB Alfred Rodriguez congratulated WB Wolff on a successful event.
WB Chris Kechula reported that over the summer the District Blood Drives collected 90 units of blood.
A Motion was made by RW Raymond Helge, and seconded by Br. Dylan Moynihan, for Union Lodge to pay $400.00 to the 12th Masonic District Association, as seed money for the joint 10th & 12th District Hospitality Room at the Grand Lodge Communication. Motion carried. Voucher No.1804 added to vouchers.

WB Larry Hriczak stated that the Presbyterian Church of Jamesburg (of which he and DB Moschella are members) will be holding a Car Show on October 11, 2025. Would union Lodge be interested in having a table at the Event for public outreach?

WB Eric Wolff (current SW) reported that his charity for 2026 will be “Women Aware” which helps battered and abuse women. He is planning a Fund Raiser for them in 2026, possibly at Philo Lodge No.243. Date to be determined.

DB Arthur Schneier pointed out that Union Lodge No.19 is 175 years old this year. We received a Warrant from the Grand Lodge of New Jersey Free and Accepted Masons in 1850.

Announcements and Good of the Order:
None. Already covered in other parts of the meeting.

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed in due and Ancient Form by WB Eric D. Wolff, assisted by the brethren, at 8:50 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.                                                   

                                               



