Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
May 5, 2025

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 7:35 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: WB Eric D. Wolff – Pro-temp.
Senior Warden: WB Arthur H. Campbell, III – Pro-temp.
Junior Warden: WB Russell Shirley – Pro-temp.
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, PGC
Chaplain: WB Larry C. Hriczak
Senior Deacon: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez
Junior Deacon: Br. Kent W. “Kenny” Simpson – Pro-temp. 
SMC: vacant, pro-temp at JD;                                         JMC: vacant                                               
Sr.Steward: Br. Gregory Dohn;                                         Jr.Steward: Br. Dylan J. Moynihan
Marshal: vacant;                                                                    Tyler: DB John A. Dougherty                                                                                                             
Brothers in attendance:
RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH; WB Leroy Schneider; Br. FC Thiago C. Carvalho (admitted later)

Visiting Brethren:
None.

Minutes:
RW Raymond P. Helge, Secretary reporting.
A Motion was made by WB Larry C. Hriczak, and seconded by Br. Dylan J. Moynihan, to accept the Minutes of the April 21, 2025 (04/21/2025), Communication as distributed via emailed to the brethren.
 Motion carried.

Petitions for membership and Balloting:
Report of the Committee of Investigation on the Petition for Membership by Initiation of Mr. Obiora John Okagbue, Dob: 02/16/1975, of Somerset, NJ. Committee Reported Favorably.
Petition of Mr. Obiora John Okagbue was Balloted on. The Ballot was Clear in the South, West and East. Mr. Obiora John Okagbue is elected to membership be Initiation in Union Lodge No.19. 

Change Over:
Following Balloting Worship Master Declared Labor on the Master Mason Degree Closed and the Lodge duly at Labor on the Fellow Craft Degree. 
Following the change over to FC, Br. FC Thiago C. Carvalho was admitted into the lodge. 

Communications:
Email from the Grand lodge of New Jersey F&AM, announcing that the 2025 Masonic Leadership Conference will be October 24-26, 2025. Location: Patton Masonic Campus, Elizabethtown, PA. Cost: $275.00 per attendee (includes food and lodging). Registration Deadline: October 2, 2025.
Email, 2025 Grand Master’s Golf Tournament. Monday, June 2, 2025, 8:00 AM-3:00 PM. Gambler’s Ridge Golf Club, Cream Ridge, NJ. 121 Burlington Path Rd., Cream Ridge, NJ. 9:00 AM Shotgun Start. $160.00 per Golfer, $40.00 Lunch only. Hole Sponsors also requested. Posted on Lodge bulletin board and emailed to the members. 
Email; 2025 Salaam Shrine Family & Friends Summer Picnic. Saturday, August 16, 2025, starts at 1:00 PM. Location: Kittatinny Masonic Lodge No.164, 336 US Highway 206, Branchville, NJ. $15.00 per person, kids under 12 free. Posted on bulletin board and emailed to members.
Letter from Shriners Children’s Philadelphia (Shriners’ Hospital for Children) announcing the “Find Raiser for Love – A Night Out at the Aquarium” September 18, 2025, 6:00 PM – 9:00 PM, Adventure Aquarium, 1 Riverside Drive, Camden, NJ 08103. Tickets: Adult $85/ Youth $50. Tickets available visit: ShrinersPhillyEvent.org
Email received from Allen & Stults Co. Inc. including a copy of the “Certificate of Liability Insurance” (“Acord” form) showing the Grand Lodge of F & A M of New Jersey has Liability Insurance Coverage.   

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer reporting.
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $10,319.42 as of the close of the April 21, 2025 Communication.   
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $86,290.36 as of the March 31, 2025, Statement.
A Motion was made by WB Larry C. Hriczak, and seconded by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. 
Motion carried.

Bills and Vouchers:
RW Raymond P. Helge, Secretary, reporting.
[bookmark: _Hlk197024660]A Motion was made by WB Alfred J. Rodriguez, and seconded by Br. Dylan J. Moynihan, to pay Vouchers No.1777 (051) through No.1779 (053) as read. Motion carried.
Vouchers Itemized:
 No.1777 (051) – Amount: $358.07; To: Chubb Insurance; For: Lodge Insurance.
No.1778 (052) – Amount: $288.98; To: Optimum; For: Lodge Internet and Cable service 5/01 through 5/31/2025.
No.1779 (053) – Amount: $60.00; To: Michael Delrio; For: Cut Grass (lawn maintenance) 4/25 & 501/2025.

Committee Reports:
Sickness & Distress:
WB Eric D. Wolff reported that DB Arthur Schneier is currently in a Rehabilitation Facility. He is feeling better and hopes to return to the lodge soon. 
WB Eric D. Wolff reported that RW Burtram Kovash, PSGM, is doing better. He is also in Rehabilitation. He is walking under Physical Therapy supervision at the Facility. 

Blood Bank:
WB Eric D. Wolff reminded the brethren that the Remaining Blood drive dates for 2025: Saturday, May 31 (5/31); Monday, August 4 (8/4); Saturday, November 8 (11/8). Times will be announced as the dates get closer. We are looking for Brothers to donate, also for brothers to be present for the Blood Drives. Red Cross Registration is now open for our May 31, 2025, Blood Drive.

Candidate Instruction:
RW Ben Hoff reported that Br. Gregory P. Dohn and Br. Dylan J. Moynihan should be ready to perform the Master Mason Proficiency at our May 19, 2025, Communication.
RW Hoff reported that Br. FC Thiago C.  Carvalho is working on the Fellow Craft Proficiency Exam and should be ready soon. 
Br. FC Yu-Chuan “Archuan” Hu is still traveling and has not checked in with RW Hoff. 

Lodge Masonic Shirts/jackets:
Worshipful Master, Pro-temp., WB Eric D. Wolff assigned RW Raymond P. Helge and Br. Kent W. Simpson to research prices and options for new Lodge shirts and jackets.

Outdoor Lodge Sign:
WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, reported that he has not heard anything back from the North Brunswick Township Construction Office about the possible issues with our new sign. We plan to proceed with installing the sign soon. 

Old Business:
WB Alfred J. Rodriguez discussed that we had previously discussed repairing or replacing the ceiling lighting in the Lodge Room. He volunteered to bring in an “A” ladder to try to change the bulbs, if that is what is needed. He asked the ceiling height. Br. FC Thiago C. Carvalho reported that using the I-Phone measurement app, the ceiling measurers 16 feet, 3 inches high.RW Raymond Helge mentioned that RW Roy Kowalski had met with one or two contractors about the lighting fixtures. Br. Gregory P. Dohn stated that he was at the lodge with RW Kowalski when they met with one of the contractors. Additional work may need to be done if the fixtures are changed to LED lighting (which would be more efficient and hopefully save money on energy). Repairs may need to be made to the ceiling if the fixtures are different sizes than the current fixtures and the ceiling may need to be repainted. The conversation was ended and the topic Tabled until we can check with RW Kowalski on the status. 

New Business:
None brought before the lodge.

Announcements and Good of the Order:
WB Eric D. Wolff stated that the Flyer for the 12th District “Day at the Ball Park” at the Somerset Patriots (August 23, 2025) has been emailed out to Officers and Brothers of the 12th District, on Tuesday, April 22, 2025, it includes all the pertinent information and a QR Code for purchasing Tickets.
Princeton lodge No.38 will be participating in the Princeton Memorial Day Parade, which will be on Saturday, May 24, 2025. WB David Y. Burman invites all brothers to join them. There will be breakfast served at Lodge prior to the Parade and a picnic lunch at the lodge after the parade. 
Reminder - RW Robert N. Gaydosh, DRI, reminded the brothers that the 12th District, Grand lodge of Instruction (GLI) will be on Monday, May 12, 2025, at Raritan Valley Lodge No.46. There will be two GLI Rehearsals, the first was on Thursday, May 1st and the next will be on Thursday, May 8th at Raritan Valley Lodge. All Lodge Officers should attend the GLI. All Master Masons invited. He discussed additional details.
Reminder - RW Kowalski announced that the Union Lodge No.19 family picnic, jointly with the Princeton Shrine Club of Crescent Shrine, will be held on Saturday, July 12, 2025, starting at 1:00 PM. Roy Kowalski and his wife Lisa, will again be hosting this event at their home in Plainsboro, NJ. A Committee will be appointed at the future meeting to coordinate this event. All members, their families and invited guests are welcome. More details to follow. 
Reminder - MilltownPalestine Lodge No.294 will be marching/participating in the Annual Milltown Independence Day (July 4th) Parade. Brethren are invited to join them. 
WB Alfred J. Rodriguez announced that Philo Lodge no.243 will be conferring the Master Mason Degree on Saturday, June 7, 2025, at the Historic Trenton Masonic Temple, 100 Barrack Street, Trenton, NJ. They have Dispensation to move their Warrant for the Degree. This will be their “Past Masters’ Degree” with Past Masters doing the second Section. 
RW Helge reminded the brothers that in addition to the Grand Lodge of Instruction on Monday, May 12, 2025, on Wednesday, May 14, 2025, Union Lodge No.19 will be hosting the 12th Masonic District Association Meeting at 6:00 PM ,and the 12th District District Lodge of Instruction at 7:00 PM. We are also obligated to supply a meal for the meeting. RW Kowalski is looking for volunteers to handle the meal.  

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed by Dispensation by RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM, at 8:55 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.  
