Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
March 3, 2025

Opening:
The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 7:30 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD
Senior Warden: WB Eric D. Wolff
Junior Warden: WB Russell Shirley, Pro-temp.
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, PGC
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Chaplain: WB Larry C. Hriczak
Senior Deacon: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez
Junior Deacon: DB Frank Moschella
SMC: Br. Kent W. “Kenny” Simpson;                     JMC: vacant                                                              Sr. Stew.: Br. Gregory P. Dohn;                              Jr. Stew.: Br. Dylan J. Moynihan                                                   Marshal: DB Arthur Schneier;                                Tyler: DB John A. Dougherty                                                                                                             
Brothers in attendance:
RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH

Visiting Brethren:
None

Minutes:
A Motion was made by WB Eric Wolff, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to accept the Minutes of the February 17, 2025 (02/17/2025) Regular Communication as distributed via email.
Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer reporting.
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $13,068.11 as of close of Feb. 17, 2025, Communication.  
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $86,290.36 as of December 31, 2024, statement.
A Motion was made by WB Eric Wolff, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. 
Motion carried.

Communications:
Grand Master Edict Re; Todd E. Mertz. After review Grand Master commuted Martz’s penalty from Expulsion to Two (2) Year Suspension, effective November 2024.

Raritan Valley Lodge No.46 – St. Patrick’s Party and Somerville Parade viewing. Sunday, March 16, 2025. Raritan Valley Lodge No.46, 14 N. Doughty Ave. Somerville, NJ.

Bills and Vouchers:
A Motion was made by WB Larry Hriczak, and seconded by Br. Dylan Moynihan, to pay Vouchers No.1751 (025) through No.1753 (027) as read. 
Motion carried.  

Vouchers Itemized:
 No. 1751 (025) – Amount: $480.04; To: PSE&G; For: Electric & Gas service 01/14-02/11/25.  
No. 1752 (026) – Amount: $102.89; To: Dylan Moynihan; For: Dinner 2/17 and 3/03/25.
No.1753 (027) – Amount: $65.37; To: Greg Dohn; For: Dinner 3/03/25.

Trustees’ Report: 
DB Frank Moschella, Trustee reporting.
Br. F. Moschella met with Chris Kechula at the Lodge. Kechula repaired the “coffin refrigerator”, he made a repair to the heat system. He may need to replace an additional valve for the Office wing of the building. When work is completed, he will submit a bill. 
Br. F. Moschella met with North Brunswick Fire Inspector Brian Wright. The building was Inspected and passed. Insp. Wright needs copies of the Annual Fire Alarm Inspection (Central Jersey Security), Fire Extinguisher, and Kitchen Fire Suppression System Inspections. These will be emailed to him.

Petitions for membership and Balloting:
The Lodge received Notification from Grand Lodge that the Petition of Mr. Obiora John Okagbue has cleared. A Committee of Investigation was appointed by WM Kowalski. The Committee is: Chairman – RW David Littman, DB Arthur Schneier, Br. Dylan Moynihan. The Secretary will provide the Committee with the needed information. 

Committee Reports:

Blood Bank:
Remaining Blood drive dates for 2025 5/31, 8/4, 11/8

Fund Raising:
WB Eric Wolff; Collected $65.00 for Masonic Magnet sales, and $110.00 in our Coffee sale fundraiser.

[bookmark: _Hlk181612429]Charity:
WB Eric Wolff has offered to fund a $500.00 Scholarship for a North Brunswick High School graduating Senior for 2025. Assuming the Lodge will commit to funding such a scholarship going forward.
There was discussion of dedicating all or part of the Magnet and/or coffee sales fundraisers to a separate account dedicated to the scholarship. Discussion tabled until the next meeting.

[bookmark: _Hlk181612456]Old Business:
WB Wolff again announced Union Lodge plans to participate in the North Brunswick Night Out (part of the National Night Out) on Tuesday, August 5, 2025, at the North Brunswick Municipal complex.
WB Wolff Discussed Union Lodge participating in the North Brunswick Heritage Day event in October, at the North Brunswick Community Park on Rt.130.
Both topics were held over until the March 17, 2025, Communication. 

WB Alfred Rodriguez requested the lodge investigate if WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, had received all the usual gifts for serving as a “first time” Worshipful Master on the Lodge in 2023.

New Business:
None.

Announcements and Good of the Order:
WM Roy Kowalski announced that the Annual Union Lodge/Princeton Shrine Club Picnic will be on Saturday, July 12, 2025, starting at 2:00 PM. RW Kowalski will again host the Picnic at his residence in Plainsboro, NJ

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed in due and Ancient Form by RW Roy Kowalski, Worshipful Master, assisted by the officers, at 9:00 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
