Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
February 17, 2025

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 7:30 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD
Senior Warden: WB Eric D. Wolff
Junior Warden: WB Arthur H. Campbell, III
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, PGC
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Senior Deacon: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez
Junior Deacon: DB Frank Moschella
Chaplain: vacant
SMC: Br. Kent W. “Kenny” Simpson;             JMC: vacant;
Sr.Stew.: vacant;                                                   Jr.Stew.: Br. Dylan J. Moynihan; 
Marshal: DB Arthur M. Schneier;                   Tyler: DB John A. Dougherty                                                                                                            
Brothers in attendance:
Br. E.A. Yu-Chuan “Archuan” Hu


Visiting Brethren:
WB Louis Luczu, MilltownPalestine No.294


Change Over:
Following the Opening, the Worshipful Master declared labor on the Master Mason degree closed and the lodge duly at labor on Fellow Craft degree. After which Br. EA Yu-Chuan Hu was admitted.

Minutes:
A Motion was made by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to accept the Minutes of the February 3, 2025 (02/03/2025) Communication as distributed by email.
Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer reporting.
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance:  $15,704.54
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $86,290.36 as of December 31, 2024, statement.

A Motion was made by WB Eric D. Wolff, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. 
Motion carried.

Communications:
Letter from New Jersey Grand Assembly, International Order of Rainbow for Girls, from Miss Laura Elkins, Grand Charity. Announcing IRB Annual Charity Ball on April 26, 2025, at Crescent Shrine, Westampton, NJ. Requesting Donations to benefit Shriners Hospitals for Children. 

Letter from The Grand Court, Order of the Amaranth of New Jersey. Requesting Donations via Ad Journal Sales for their Annual 2025 Grand Court Session.

Email from Grand Lodge of New Jersey, F&AM. The Masonic Service Association of North America has established a relief appear for the benefit of our Brothers who have been devastate by the wild fires in California. If you wish to donate: make check payable to: MSA Disaster Relief Appeal. Mark in memo “California Wildfires Relief Appeal”

Communication from The Pete Miller Children’s Dyslexia Center. 25th Annual Teddy Bear Golf Classic to benefit the Learning Center. Monday, May 12, 2025. LBI National golf & Rsort (Formerly “Sea Oaks Golf Course”). $165.00 per golfer. 

Communication from the Verdon R. Skipper Children’s Dyslexia Center. Annual Champiagne Brunch and Tricky-Tray fundraiser to benefit the Learning Center.  Brunch at Burlington Masonic Lodge, 2308 Mt. Holly Rd. Burlington, NJ. Brunch Tickets $50 per person.  Also looking for donations of Tricky-Tray basket prizes and/or sponsorship donations.   

When available an Event Flyer posted on the Lodge Bulletin Board. All Communications filed.

Bills and Vouchers:
A Motion was made by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to pay Vouchers No.1744 (018) through No.1750 (024) as read. 
Motion carried.
Vouchers Itemized:  
No.1744 (018) – Amount: $1,200.00; To: Raymond Helge; For: Secretary 2024 Reimbursement.
No.1745 (019) – Amount: $600.00; To: David Littman; For: Treasurer 2024 Reimbursement.
No.1746 (020) – Amount: $700.00; To: Michael Delrio; For: Snow Removal 2/09 7 2/12/25.
No.1747 (021) – Amount: $288.93; To: Optimum; For: Lodge internet & cable service 2/01-2/28/25.
No.1748 (022) – Amount: $16.03; To: North Brunswick Township; For: Water & Sewer Service 12/31/24-01/31/25.
No.1749 (023) – Amount: $726.14; To: Chubb; For: Lodge Insurance.
No.1750 (024) – Amount: $71.83; To: John Dougherty; For: Reimburse for light fixture for utility room.

Trustees’ Report: 
DB Frank Moschella reported that he has reached out to the North Brunswick Fire Marshal for our annual Fire Inspection. He is awaiting a call back.
DB Moschella reported that he has produced a Building Use (rental) Agreement for the NJ Lodge of Research and Education (NJ-LORE) No.1786. A copy will be left for them to sign at their next meeting, Saturday, March 1, 2025.
WM Roy Kowalski reported that he spoke with WB Christopher Kechula. Br. Kechula should be able to repair the Boiler/heater issue and the “coffin” refrigerator in the next week or two. 

Committee Reports:
Community Outreach:
[bookmark: _Hlk190625025]WB Wolff, Chairman: reported: brought up topics:
 North Brunswick Night Out 8/5 -  WB Wolff suggested the lodge purchase a $100 sponsor page in the event ad journal and donate a $50 gift card for raffle. It was requested that he report back the times of the Event and when we would have to pay the donations.
North Brunswick Heritage Day 10/5 – WB Wolff suggested the lodge donate the $30 registration fee and donate a $50 or $100 for sponsor add in event booklet. It was requested WB Wolff report back the times of the event and when we would have to donate those funds.  
Does Union Lodge want to Planning committee Union Lodge open house in nice weather date? - money? It was requested that the Committee bring in a proposed plan with possible dates and a budget.

Scholarship:
WB Wolff, Chairman: reported: brought up topics:
Scholarships for North Brunswick High School graduates; should we present 1 or 2 awards? The Awards ceremony is on June 3, 2025.  Money would need to be presented to the School by beginning of April. $500 was suggested as an award amount.
 It was suggested Br RW David Littman, RW Raymond Helge and others that the Lodge create a Fundraiser to support this effort. Start raising money in 2025, so we can start donating a Scholarship in 2026. There was also discussion of opening a separate (savings) account earmarked for this purpose. 


Sickness & Distress:
Margaret Hriczak (WB Larry Hriczak’s wife) was recently in the Hospital with the Flu. Secretary will send a “Get Well” card.
WB Wolff suggested sending a “Thinking of You” card to Br. Franklin Simon, a 98-year-old, 67 year member who cannot travel to lodge. Card to be sent.  

Blood Bank:
Remaining Blood drive dates for 2025 5/31, 8/4, 11/8

Old Business:
WB Campbell reported he is reaching out to the North Brunswick Township Construction Office for clarification on any outstanding issues that may need to be cleared up prior to the installation of our outdoor sign.

WM Kowalski reminded all that we are scheduled to participate in a joint Master Mason Degree (Union no.19, St. Stephen No.63, MilltownPalestine No.294) on Saturday, April 5, 2025, at the Historic Trenton Masonic Temple. He has learned that Br. F.C. Yu-Chuan Hu is not available that day. He will be checking with Br. F.C. Thiago Carvalho.

WB Wolff discussed we should be working with and supporting our newly raised brothers in achieving the Brearly Award from the Grand Lodge.

RW Helge announced that the Masonic car magnets purchased last year are at the lodge. They were accidentally delivered to the Sanctury Church down the street. Someone brought them in and put them on a shelf. Their custodian found them today and delivered them to the lodge. These magnets are slightly larger than the first batch. We are selling them for the same $5.00 each. 

New Business:
WB Louis Luczu advised the Brothers of Union Lodge that the Carriage Stone, which had been in the front the old masonic temple on George St. New, Brunswick and then at the Temple on Remsen Ave. New Brunswick, is at Princeton Lodge, Central Jersey Masonic Center. Palestine Lodge No.111 moved it there in the 1970s when they moved into the Central Jersey Masonic Center with Princeton Lodge. As Palestine Lodge has since merged with Milltown Lodge (who has no place to display it), Union Lodge may want to display it on their lawn. Perhaps hold a ceremony as we celebrate ourv175th Anniversary as a lodge.

WB Wolff discussed trying to schedule a Lodge day-trip to visit/tour either the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania building, in Philadelphia, the Grand Lodge of New York building in Manhattan, or the Grand lodge of New Jersey building in Trenton. WM Kowalski mentioned that while he has been to a dinner on the first floor at the Trenton Temple he has never toured the building.




Presentation/Masonic Education:
RW Raymond Helge gave a brief presentation on President Harry S. Truman, WMPGM -GL of MO. and 33rd Degree Scottish Rite AASR NMJ. 

Closing:

The Lodge was Closed in due and Ancient Form by RW Roy Kowalski, Worshipful Master, assisted by the officers, at 8:45 PM. 

Respectfully Submitted,

RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.   
