Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.
Regular Communication
February 3, 2025

The Lodge was Opened in Due and Ancient Form, on the Master Mason Degree, at 7:30 PM, the following Officers present and in their respective Stations and Places:
Worshipful Master: RW Roy Kowalski, PJGD
Senior Warden: WB Eric D. Wolff
Junior Warden: WB Arthur H. Campbell, III
Secretary: RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Treasurer: RW David B. Littman, PGC
Chaplain: WB Larry C. Hriczak
Senior Deacon: WB Alfred J. Rodriguez
Junior Deacon: DB Frank Moschella, Sr.
SMC: Br. Keny W. “Kenny” Simpson;                                                   JMC: vacant;                                                        Sr.St.: vacant;                                                                                                Jr.St.: Br. Dylan J. Moynihan;                                                  Marshal: DB Arthur Schneier;                                                                 Tyler: DB John A. Dougherty                                                                                                             
Brothers in attendance:
WB Leroy Schneider; RW Bernhard W. “Ben” Hoff, PGH; Br. F.C. Thiago C. Carvalho; Br. F.C. Yu-Chuan Hu

Visiting Brethren:
WB Louis Luczu, Treasurer – MilltownPalestine No.294

Balloting:
Ballot of Restoration for WB Michael J. Manzella.
Majority. Secret Ballot. Report
JW: 12 Balls; 00 Cubes
SW: 12 Balls; 00 Cubes
WM: 12 Balls; 00 Cubes
WB Michael Manzella is Restored. 

Request for Dimit WB Michael J. Manzella. 
Majority. Manual Sign (hand vote). In Favor: 11; Opposed 00:
Dimit Granted.

Petitions:
Petition read: Mr. Obiora John Okagbue, DOB: 02/16/1975; Address: 589 Howard Ave. Somerset, NJ 08873. Petition was submitted along with one half of the Initiation Fee $235.00 ($200.00 Union No.19/ $35.00 GL Background check fee). 

Change over:
Following the Balloting and Petitions read; The Worshipful Master Declared Labor on the Master Mason Degree Closed and the Lodge duly at Labor on the Fellow Craft Degree.
Following the changeover, Br. F.C. Carvalho and Br. F.C. Hu were admitted into the lodge.

Minutes:
A Motion was made by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to accept the Minutes of January 20, 2025 (01/20/2025), Regular Communication as distributed by email to the members. 
Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:
RW David B. Littman, Treasurer reporting:
Lodge Checking Account (Northfield Bank) Balance: $14,800.75
Franklin Founding Fund Investment Account Balance: $86,290.36 as of December 31, 2024, statement.
A Motion was made by RW Raymond P. Helge, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to receive the Treasurer’s Report as given. 
Motion carried.

Communications:
Letter from RW Thomas L. Winter, PDDGM/PGLTr., Chairman of the Grand Lodge State of the Craft Committee, stating the Committee’s Mission Statement and the purpose and duties of the Committee. 

Letter from Middlesex College Foundation, Lisa L. Kelly, Director, informing us that the fall 2024 J. Craig Putnal Memorial Masonic Lodge Endowed Scholarship was awarded to Ms. Jessica Oliveira for the amount of $517.00. Also Included was a Thank You Letter from Jessica Oliveira, expressing her gratitude for the scholarship.  

Letter from the North Brunswick First Aid and Rescue Squad, Inc. Thanking us for our donation.

Bills and Vouchers:
A Motion was made by WB Larry C. Hriczak, and seconded by DB Arthur Schneier, to pay Vouchers No. 1739 (013) through No.1743 (017) as read. Motion carried.  
Vouchers Itemized:  
No.1739 (013) – Amount: $228.00; To: Cerullo Fire Protection Inc.; For: Annual Fire Extinguisher Inspections.
No.1740 (014) – Amount: $37.12; To: Dylan Moynihan; For: Dinner 02/03/25.
No.1741 (015) – Amount: $117.29; To: Central Jersey Security; For: Yearly Fire Alarm system inspection and maintenance.
No.1742 (016) – Amount: $700.00; To: Michael Delrio; For: Snow plowing and shovel.
No.1743 (017) – Amount: $35.00; To: Grand lodge of New Jersey, F&AM; For: Background check fee for Petition of Mr. Obiora J. Okagbue.  

Trustees’ Report:
DB Frank Moschella, Trustee, reported: Trustees met and reviewed past Building Use agreements. They will set up a meeting with representatives of NJ L.O.R.E. No. 1786 to sign an agreement and settle storage requests.
WM Roy Kowalski reported: He had met WB Christopher Kechula at our building to discuss possible repairs to both the “Coffin refrigerator” and our boiler/heating system. WB Kechula reported back that he believes the boiler/heat system needs parts replaced. The parts should be approximately $900.00 to $1,000.00. The coffin refrigerator also needs parts replaced. These would be approximately $150.00. He will donate his labor. Report/estimate submitted.
A Motion was made by WB Larry C. Hriczak, and seconded by WB Arthur H. Campbell, III, to authorize the repair of both the boiler/heat system and the coffin refrigerator. Cost not to exceed $2,000.00.
Motion carried.  

WM Kowalski reported that he had met with a second electrician about the overhead fluorescent lights in the Lodge room and received a second estimate to replace the old fixtures with LED light fixtures.
First quote: $3,000.00 approximately.
Second quote: $5,100.00 approximately.
The lodge will be seeking a third estimate prior to discussing which to go with. 

Committee Reports:
Blood Bank:
WB Eric D. Wolff reported that he is working with the Red Cross to get a fourth (4th) Blood drive in our building. The possible dates are August 4th or August 25th, 2025. Both weekdays. Drive would likely be in the afternoon-evening. WB Alfred J. Rodriguez is working with WB Wolff on this. 

Community Outreach:
WB Wolff, Chairman: reported: brought up topics:
Working on getting dates for North Brunswick Night Out (part of the National Night Out) and North Brunswick Heritage Day.
Working on a plan (Fund Raiser) to finance Union Lodge offering Scholarships for North Brunswick high school graduates.
Trying to find out how to get some of our Open and/or charity Events, such as Blood drives, included in the North Brunswick township bi-weekly town email messages.
Has proposed to the 12th District Association a family day going to a Somerset Patriots baseball game as put forward by Union Lodge. Working on getting information from the Somerset Patriots box office.
This Committee consists of: WB Eric D. Wolff; Br. Kent W. Simpson and Br. Gregory Dohn.  


Preparation Room: 
Br. Kent Simpson did some cleaning and straightening up the Preparation Room. We will need another work date, as Br. Simpson wasn’t sure what belonged to Union Lodge No.19, Scott Chapter No.4 R.A.M. or Scott Council No.1 R.S.M. RW Raymond Helge and/or WB Eric Wolff will assist.


Exterior Sign:
WB Arthur H. Campbell reported we might have an issue with our Permit for installing the sign. He will follow up with the No. Brunswick Construction Office. We cannot do the outdoors work until spring when the weather warms up.

Collation Room re-model:
No report.

Fundraising/Ways and Means:
WM Roy Kowalski reported that he had spoken with a friend who told him about a Fundraiser they held at the friend’s church. It was a “Game Show” night. It seemed to be a successful fundraiser and enjoyable. WM Kowalski is awaiting more information about this so we can explore it as a possible fundraiser. 

Charity:
No report.

Old Business:
None.

New Business:
RW Raymond Helge reported that prior to the meeting WB Louis Luczu had given him information about the “Wreathes Across America” event. This could be both a Community/Charity event for the Lodge and a possible fundraiser. The Lodge would have to sign-up and become involved with the Wreaths Across American program. We would solicit donations to purchase Wreaths for the Veterans Graves. We would receive a percentage of the amount raised. In December the Wreaths are distributed on Veterans and Killed in Actions service person’s graves and their names’ announced.
RW Helge will investigate this further. 

Announcements and Good of the Order:
WM Kowalski reported that Union Lodge had good attendance at the Princeton Lodge no.38 Robert Burns Night on January 27, 2025.
WM Kowalski reported that he attended both the Order of the Eastern Star Celebration Night on Jan. 29 hosted by Raritan Chapter No.58 (at Philo Lodge No.243) honoring Sister Lisa Helge, Right Worthy Grand Trustee; and the O.E.S. Master Mason Night on Jan. 31 hosted at Lydia Chapter No.41 (at Raritan Valley Lodge No.46). He enjoyed both events and encouraged the Brothers to support the O.E.S.
RW Helge, Secretary, reminded the Brothers of the following up-coming events:
12th Masonic District Association Super Bowl Party on Sunday, February 9, at Raritan Valley Lodge No.46. Flyer posted in collation room.
Official Visit of the Grand Master to the10th & 12th Districts and Grand Lodge Reception Honoring appointed Grand Lodge Officers from our Districts on April 28. At the Pines Manor, Rt. 27, Edison, NJ. Flyer posted in collation room.
12th District - District Lodge of Instruction on Feb. 12, at Princeton Lodge No.38.

Closing:
The Lodge was Closed in due and Ancient Form by WM Roy Kowalski at 9:10 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,


RW Raymond P. Helge, PDDGM
Secretary, Union Lodge No. 19, F. & A. M.         
