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Pa trick Dey 
 

There  a re  two things  I found surpris ing when I became  a  Mason. Firs tly, the  number of 
us  who, even a fte r hea ring a ll the  conspiracy theorie s  about the  Freemasons , s till 
became  Freemasons . I think eve ry Mason is  a  little  we ird because  of tha t. There  is  
something a  little  off about each of us . Secondly, even with a ll the  conspiracy theorie s  
about the  Freemasons , it is  surpris ing how many Masons  have  the ir own conspiracy 
theorie s  about our fra te rnity. 
 

I’m not ta lking about those  Masons  who, when pass ing through Denver Inte rna tiona l 
Airport, pull out the ir dues  ca rd and swipe  it ove r the  corne rs tone , jus t to see  if it’s  true  
wha t they say. I will neve r forge t the  time  a  brothe r from anothe r lodge  told me  about 
newly made  Mas te r Mason they had jus t ra ised. A few mee tings  a fte r he  passed his  
ca techism, he  fina lly a sked when he  ge ts  his  secre t access  to DIA. He  and a  few othe rs  
thought he  was  joking and laughed it off. Then see ing his  s tra ight face , they had to te ll 
him tha t a ll tha t is  fa lse . He  demitted a  few weeks  la te r. Aga in, the re  is  something a  
little  off about eve ry Freemason. 
 

Then the re  a re  some  rea lly s trange  Masonic conspiracy theorie s . Seve ra l yea rs  ago my 
lodge  was  broken into. J us t some  broken gla ss , a  few things  rummaged through, and 
the  Tile r’s  sword and jewe l were  s tolen. One  of the  brothe rs  who was  with me  a t the  
time  sa id tha t this  could be  the  work of clandes tine  Masons  who break into true  and 
lawful lodges  to s tea l pa rapherna lia  to use  in the ir clandes tine  lodges . He  actua lly sa id 
this  in front of the  cop who was  taking the  report, who gave  us  an inquis itive  look, and I 
had to expla in tha t Freemasons  have  the ir own conspiracy theorie s . 
 

I’m not rea lly inte res ted in discuss ing any of this  sort of s tuff. I jus t need to illus tra te  the  
conditioning conspiracy theorie s  have  on Freemasons  and tha t we  tend to think the  way 
conspiracy theoris ts  themse lves  think. In pa rticula r, it is  inte res ting to me  the  number of 
Masonic-origin theorie s  tha t possess  the  same  thought processes  tha t conspiracy 
theoris ts  have . 
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In pa rticula r, I think of theorie s  such as  tha t Freemasonry comes  from the  Knights  
Templa r, the  cults  of Mithras , the  Eleus inian Myste rie s , the  Roman collegia , or the  
Artis ts  of Dionysus  (the  so-ca lled “Dionys iac Architects”), the  Druids , you name  it. 
Sometimes  it is  a  combina tion of these  things , such as  tha t put forth by Hipólito J osé  
da  Cos ta , who pos ited tha t the  Dionys iac Artifice rs  passed the ir rite s  and wisdom onto 
the  Hebrews , who passed it onto the  Essenes , who then went underground until the  
Crusades  and emerge  a s  the  Freemasons  via  the  Knights  Templa r. Manly P. Ha ll, who 
was  heavily influenced by da  Cos ta ’s  e ssay, would skip the  Essenes  and would s imply 
say tha t the  Dionys iac Architects  would jus t go underground until the  Middle  Ages  when 
they reemerge  and s ta rt to build the  ca thedra ls  of Europe… but then he  gives  a  second 
ve rs ion, in which the  Dionys iac Architects  passed the ir knowledge  to the  Templa rs , who 
in turn spread these  things  throughout Europe . Yeah, a lmos t back-to-back he  
contradicts  himse lf. 
 

This  is  wha t I find fa scina ting, namely the  conspiracy thinking tha t a  group would go 
underground and reemerge  la te r. How could these  guys  poss ibly know these  groups  
went underground? There  is  absolute ly no evidence  for this . Well, tha t’s  the  conspiracy 
thinking: the  lack of evidence  is  proof of how secre tive  they were . 
 

Chris topher Hitchens  would crea te  a  ra tiona l maxim, which has  been named a fte r him. 
Hitchens’ razor s ta te s : “Wha t can be  a sse rted without evidence  can a lso be  dismissed 
without evidence .” Now, this  was  origina lly used a s  an a the is tic a rgument, a s  it comes  
from his  2007 book God is  Not Great: How Religion Poisons  Everything. He  must be  a  
de light a t holiday pa rtie s . He’s  one  of those  “New Athe is ts ,” and yeah, he  would like  to 
see  eve ryone  become  a the is ts , and he  is  ra the r obnoxious  about it. 
 

This  razor follows  from Bertrand Russe ll’s  s trawman ana logy of a  teapot tha t orbits  the  
sun be tween Earth and Mars . It is  too sma ll to be  seen by a  te le scope , but you a lso 
cannot disprove  tha t it is  not out the re . Russe ll was  an a the is t, so obvious ly he  is  
e s tablishing who has  the  burden of proof of the  exis tence  of God, jus t like  the  pe rson 
who cla ims  the re  is  a  space  teapot is  the  one  who bea rs  the  burden of proof, not the  
people  who don’t be lieve  it. Add to this  Carl Sagan’s  maxim, ca lled Sagan’s  Standard: 
“Extraordina ry cla ims  require  extraordina ry evidence .” Athe is ts  have  a  surpris ing 
number of quippy sayings  and ana logies . 



 

But this  pos t isn’t about a the ism. Hitchens’ razor has  been taken up by seve ra l 
philosophica l thinke rs  a s  we ll a s  scientis ts , in pa rticula r when dea ling with 
pseudoscientific conspiracie s  and discourse . For ins tance , the  theory of Atlantis . 
Atlantis  is  a  case  of “extraordina ry cla ims  require  extraordina ry evidence .” And the re  is  
no extraordina ry evidence . There  isn’t even evidence . It is  jus t “Pla to sa id…” and wishful 
thinking. 
 
Masonic origin theorie s  frequently use  a rguments  tha t conspiracy theoris ts  and 
pseudoscientis ts  use . A common a rgument is  the  “it looks  like…” a rgument. Ever hea rd 
of the  conspiracy theory of pyramids  in Anta rctica? There  isn’t a  pyramid in Anta rctica , it 
is  jus t tha t the re  is  a  mounta in tha t kind of “looks  like” a  pyramid. How about the  Bimini 
Road? It is  an underwa te r rock forma tion tha t looks  like  a  road (or a  wa ll), because  of 
how the  forma tion formed and then e roded as  sea  leve ls  rose  ove r thousands  of yea rs . 
 

We  see  this  in Masonic origin theorie s . For ins tance , the  cults  of Mithras : they kind of 
look like  Masonic lodges . It is  actua lly kind of we ird how s imila r Mithra icism is  to 
Freemasonry. But the re  is  no connection be tween them. The  cults  of Mithras  were  
s tomped out in the  fourth century CE and the  firs t s tonemason guilds  a re  recorded in 
the  e leventh century CE. There  is  about a  600 or 700-yea r gap. Still, I know a  Mason, a  
ve ry inte lligent, we ll-read, we ll-ve rsed in technica l re sea rch Mason, who be lieves  the re  is  
a  connection — he  be lieves  one  day he  will be  able  to demons tra te  how the  cults  of 
Mithras  survived underground for s ix centurie s , even though the re  has  been ze ro 
evidence  for such. He  knows the re  is  no evidence , but he  is  de te rmined to prove  it 
none the less  jus t because  he  be lieves  it. 
 

This  isn’t uncommon in my opinion: tha t a  ve ry inte lligent Mason would be lieve  in 
something without any evidence  beyond wishful thinking. In pa rticula r, I am thinking of 
the  cla im he re  in Colorado tha t the re  is  a  lodge  in southe rn Colorado tha t has  the  
s igna tures  of Wya tt Ea rp and Doc Holliday in the ir s ign-in regis te r, implying tha t they 
were  Masons . There  is  no evidence  for such, wha tsoever. No lodge  or Grand Lodge  
cla ims  them as  one  of the ir own. King Solomon Lodge  in Tombstone  only has  evidence  
tha t Virgil Ea rp pe titioned to be  made  a  Mason and tha t he  was  re jected. Both men were  
rega rded in the ir time  as  gangs te rs , gamble rs , drinke rs , frequente rs  of pros titute s , e t a l. 



Not exactly prime  candida tes  for the  Degrees  of Masonry. Ea rp did la te r become  an Odd 
Fe llow, but not a  Mason. Nowhere  in the  heavily scrutinized lives  of these  two men has  
the re  eve r been a  point tha t they could have  poss ibly been made  Masons . When I 
dispute  those  who cla im a  lodge  in southe rn Colorado has  them in the ir regis te r, I am 
told tha t I need to disprove  it, because  they be lieve  it. 
 

No. No, I don’t. They need to prove  it. In my experience  with this  sort of goose  chase , I 
will firs t need to deeply re sea rch both men’s  lives , e specia lly a round the  timeframe  they 
were  out West, and look for timeframes  they were  in or nea r southe rn Colorado. Then I 
will need to schedule  time  off from work, and schedule  time  with the  lodge  secre ta ry or 
building a ssocia tion to look a t the ir records . I’m going to a ssume  the ir old records  a re  in 
a  ve ry disorganized and dus ty close t. So I will probably need a  whole  day jus t to 
organize  and dus t things  off. Then ge t a  hote l room. Come back the  next day and s ta rt 
going through the  regis te rs  and minutes . No one  eve r sa id the  minutes , but I will check 
them anyway. I will need to familia rize  myse lf with the  Secre ta ry’s  handwriting. I will 
firs t check the  timeframes  tha t I know these  men were  in southe rn Colorado, then 
broaden my sea rch to the  entire  pe riod they were  out West. And when I report tha t no 
such evidence  exis ts  a t this  lodge , and tha t’s  when I will be  told: “Actua lly, it was  this  
othe r lodge .” Then I would have  to s ta rt the  process  a ll ove r aga in. And I don’t have  tha t 
kind of time  and money to disprove  something tha t I rea lly don’t even ca re  about, 
because  the re  is  no evidence . 
 

It is  s trange  to me  tha t Masons  think this  way, given how conspiracy theoris ts  ta lk 
about Freemasonry. Have  you me t someone  ta lking about how the  Masons  control 
eve rything, know where  the  Ark of the  Covenant is  loca ted, and have  the  records  of 
J e sus’s  bloodline , or wha teve r? Then you revea l tha t you a re  a  Mason and none  of tha t 
is  true . Tha t’s  when they say, “Well, you haven’t gotten to a  high enough pos ition to be  
given those  secre ts .” And even when you te ll them tha t you a re  a  Pas t Mas te r, Knight 
Templa r, 32°, Shrine r, Knight Mason, KYCH, Ros icrucian, St. Thomas  of Acon, e t ce te ra , 
they s till say tha t you haven’t gotten high enough to know these  things . Of course , if any 
of us  Masons  haven’t gotten powerful enough to know these  things , how did these  non-
Masons  lea rn these  things? Isn’t a ll tha t s tuff supposed to be  supe r-duper-secre t? So 
secre t tha t even the  rank and file  of the  fra te rnity a ren’t a llowed to know any of it? So 
how did these  outs ide rs  ge t this  non-exis tent informa tion? 



 

I suppose  tha t it shouldn’t be  surpris ing tha t some  Masons  think this  way. Masonry is  
la rge ly founded upon legends  and ta le s , and these  a re  important, because  Masonry is  
e s tablished upon them. Can you imagine  the  Blue  Lodge  without the  Hiramic Legend? 
Yes , the re  was  once  the  Noahite  Legend of the  Third Degree , but can you imagine  doing 
tha t ins tead of the  Hiramic Legend? The  Legend of the  Roya l Arch, the  Orde r of the  
Temple , e t a l. These  do not rea lly necess ita te  evidence  and critica l ana lys is , because  
they a re  myths : they hold a  la rge r function than factua lity. It doesn’t mean they a re  not 
subject to ana lys is  and inte rpre ta tion, or even criticism, but they a re  not the  same  as , 
say, the  cla ims  tha t Freemasonry comes  from the  Gnos tics . J us t because  Masonry has  
founda tion myths  does  not mean we  should be lieve  any Masonic theory without 
evidence , or with flimsy evidence , or even wishful thinking. 
 
We  rea lly should be  thinking more  critica lly than the  conspiracy theorie s  about our 
fra te rnity. 
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